


1 United Nations Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar
received a delegation of the World Peace Council led by its
President Romesh Chandra at the UN Headquarters in New
York in May 1986. From L to R: Georgy M. Gretchko, Soviet
cosmonaut (U.S.S.R.); Karen Talbot, WPC representative at
the United Nations (U.S.A.); Romesh Chandra, Javier Perez
de Cuellar, Luis Echeverria, former President of Mexico and
Ryszard Tyrluk, WPC Secretary from Poland.
2 The WPC delegation to the United Nations also called on
the then President of the UN Security Council, Ambassador
James V. Gbeho of Ghana (second from right) in New York
in May 1986.
3 Mr. Mengistu Haile-Mariam, General Secretary of the
Workers Party of Ethiopia, Chairman of the Provisional Mili
tary Administrative Council and Commander-in-Chief of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia addressing
the International Seminar on the Struggle for Peace and
Progress in Addis Ababa in June 1986. The Seminar was or
ganised by the World Peace Council in cooperation with the
Ethiopian Peace, Solidarity and Friendship Committee.

4 President of the GDR Peace Council Prof. Gunther Drefahl ad
dressing a meeting of the GDR Peace Council in Berlin, G.D.R., on
12 June 1986. The meeting reviewed the work done so far in the G.D.R.
in connection with the UN International Year of Peace.

5 President of the State Council of Vietnam, Truong-Chinh
conferred Vietnam's highest award, the Ho Chi Minh Order,
on the WPC President Romesh Chandra in Hanoi, capital of
Vietnam, in May 1986, "for his great contribution to the just
struggle of the Vietnamese people for national independence
and for the defence of world peace".
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PROBLEMS
OF DISARMAMENT U.S. Wiq

of IMeo-Globalism
Ddrimertal
to EoDfinir® IftomemiJy

TODOR ZHIVKOV

This article is based on the address mode by Mr. Todor Zhivkov, President of the State
Council of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, to the International Meeting of Agrarian and
Other Democratic Parlies and Organisations in Sofia on 22 May 1986.

The International Meeting was held on the theme-'Tor the Triumph of Peace and
Security in the World". The Meeting was attended by representatives of agrarian, centrist,
liberal, radical and similar parties from more than 80 countries in all the continents, and
a number of international organisations.

Extracts from President Zhivkov’s address are published here.

WE live in complicated, tense and trou
bled times. As you know, nowadays man
kind has no other more important task than
that of safeguarding peace, and this means
life on Earth.

This is the Number One problem. It is a
vital problem for governments, for political
parties and movements, for the peoples. It
concerns each and every man.

— As is well known, the present-day world
is a mosaic of countries of different social
and political systems, at a different level of
development, with different cultural tradi
tions. It is so motley a mosaic that it can
hardly be confined to any pattern.

— The problems facing mankind also form
a motley mosaic. All of them are important
and pressing and not a single one should
be underrated.

Yet I believe you will agree with me—
today the problem of peace and security
stands above everything else. One should
simply be a realist in order to become aware
of this.

That is why the first question, I would like
to dwell on, concerns the realities of the
present-day world.

Undoubtedly, the main, determining thing
today is the existence of two socio-economic
systems-the socialist and the capitalist one.

— Their existence is a historical fact, a

TODOR ZHIVKOV
President of the State Council ol the
People's Republic ol Bulgaria

law-governed phenomenon in mankind's
development.

— And the opposition between these two
systems is just as law-governed, because of
the differences and contradictions between
them.

Experience has shown that these contra
dictions cannot be solved from the position
of strength, by military means. This is even
less possible to achieve in our times.

Why?
- Because the striving to defeat, to liqui

date the other party by military force will
only result in the liquidation of the two sys
tems, in annihilating civilization and life on
the planet.

— In our times, the two systems could
either live together, or die together, which
means survival or destruction of the whole
of mankind. History has willed it so.

This is the first basic reality.
The second reality is that the world stands

in dialectic unity.
The world we are living in is characterized

by the existence of different social systems,
by contradictions which divide them, and in
certain cases, oppose them to one another.
Such is one of the realities of our times.

The other one is the growing mutual
dependence between states, irrespective of
their differences.

What is this mutual dependence deter
mined by?

l.The  main unifying factor is the joint
responsibility and concern for the survival
of life on Earth, for its safeguarding.

2. The world economy is functioning, eco
nomic life is being internationalized, inter
national division of labour is growing more
intensive. To one degree or another, these 

processes influence favourably the devel
opment of the world economy and of the
different countries.

3. In this connection, the question of the
international economic security of all states,
of eliminating everything which hampers the
development of world economic relations,
becomes ever more urgent.

All this presupposes:
— democratization of economic relations;
— doing away with discrimination and all

artificial restrictions in economic interrela
tions;

-expansion of trade and scientific and
technological cooperation;

— using up the means released by dis-
armament-for development, for wiping out
backwardness, hunger, disease, poverty and
the like.

4. The present-day world is characterized
by an unprecedented growth of the im
portance of universal, global problems:

— such are the problems of protecting the
environment, the air space, of utilizing the
resources of the world ocean, etc.;

— they cannot be solved through the ef
forts of one state or a group of states. What
is necessary is cooperation on a world
scale.

The revolution in science and technology
and its nuclear aspect constitutes, in my
opinion, the third basic reality of the con
temporary world.

The scientific and technological revolution
is often likened to Janus the double-faced.
And with good reason.

Because, on the one hand:
— Being a universal law-governed regu

larity, the scientific and technological revo
lution has already brought about colossal
achievements for man and for humankind. It
is the core of present-day progress.

-We cannot imagine the future of the
world without it. That is why every country
concerned about its advancement promotes
and will continue to promote it.

Absurdity of War: Yet Arms Race Continues

In brief: the scientific and technological
revolution leads to a qualitative leap in
mankind’s productive forces, to a mammoth,
unparalleled growth of man's material and
intellectual potential, creates allround
conditions for the further upsurge of civili
zation.

On the other hand:
- The scientific and technological revolu

tion has also led to a qualitative leap in the
means of destruction, in warfare.
- For the first tune in history it has sup

plied man with the means of destroying life
on Earth, himself included; man has in fact
become a hostage of the means of warfare
and destruction he himself created.

In these circumstances war becomes an
absurdity.
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Irrespective of this the orms race con
tinues. Here are some facts and figures.

-The First Special Session on Disarma
ment of the UN General Assembly held in
1978 noted that military expenditures on a
world scale amounted to some 400 billion
dollars a year. Today, eight years later, they
have doubled. Again according to UN data,
these expenditures are likely to top the
1,000 billion-dollor mark by the end of the
1980s.

-In 1980 the military spending in the
U.S. budget amounted to 142.5 billion dol
lars. Today, the Pentagon demands that the
U.S. Congress approve military spending to
the tune of 313.5 billion dollars for the
1986/1987 fiscal year.

Nowadays there ore stockpiles of weap
ons, especially nuclear ones, in the world
which could destroy life on the planet
several times.

Therefore, in the nuclear-missile age the
security of no state can be guaranteed by
military-technical hardware. Security con
stitutes an exclusively political problem.

That is why the new aspect is that now
there is no alternative other than a political
one. Only by political means, by a dialogue
can a way out be found. I repeat, the key
problems of our times cannot be solved by
military force. Otherwise we are bound to
destroy ourselves. Everybody must under
stand that we live in a crucial time when
the fate of the planet is at stake.

I consider myself to be a realist and do
not entertain any illusions, and I believe
you do not have any illusions either, that
the opposition between the two systems will
be eliminated. This is not what we are talk
ing about. The two systems-the capitalist
and the socialist one-will continue to com
pete. This competition, however, is possible:
- only in the conditions of peace, with

out war and the threat of war;
— only as a competition in science, in

technological progress, in the economy, in
all walks of life.

What we mean is peaceful competition
which will:

- guarantee life on our planet;
- see to the preservation of its wealth and,

above all, its most precious wealth-man.
We firmly uphold the stand of competing

in the conditions of peace and security for
creating worthwhile, genuinely humane ma
terial and cultural conditions of life for all
nations.

New Connotation of Peaceful Coexistence

This is possible only when strictly observ
ing the principle of peaceful coexistence.

What is the meaning of this principle
which is invariably observed by the socialist
countries?

It means:
- renunciation of war, of the use of force

or threat of force;

- settling controversial issues through ne
gotiations, through dialogue, through po
litical means;

-conscientious fulfilment of obligations
ensuing from the universally adopted prin
ciples and norms of international law, from
the international treaties signed;
- the nations’ right to determine their

destinies themselves;
— strict respect for the sovereignty, terri

torial integrity of states and the inviola
bility of their borders;
- non-interference in internal affairs and

mutual respect for legitimate interests.
As is known the principle of peaceful co

existence was formulated by Vladimir Ilyich
Lenin. However, this principle, its content
are in direct relation to the concrete his
torical conditions. In Lenin's time this prin
ciple had one connotation; in the wake of
the Second World War it had a somewhat
different connotation. At present in the qual
itatively new conditions it acquires new
traits and characteristics.

I should like to lay a particular emphasis
on this. Why? Because a situation has evolved
in the present-day conditions which has
no parallel in any of the preceding stages,
that saw the application of the principle of
peaceful coexistence. As I have already
underscored this is a situation in which man
kind has to make a fateful choice.

Which are the new traits and charac
teristics of the principle of peaceful co
existence?

First, excluding war from the life of man
kind for good.

Second, not simply -good neighbourliness
and cooperation but a new approach in in
ternational relations, aimed at halting the
disastrous arms race, at the radical improve
ment of the political climate in the world. If
good neighbourliness had been good
enough in the past today we are talking
about something qualitatively new-about
pooling the efforts of all states, irrespective
of their social system, in the name of peace
and for the salvation of mankind.

Third, not only maintaining military-stra
tegic parity but gradual reduction of its
level to the final liquidation of nuclear and
conventional weapons.

Fourth, promoting international scientific
and technological cooperation exclusively in
the interest of peace, for solving humani
tarian tasks, wide exchange of cultural
values, etc.

Fifth, not an information war but active
cooperation in the field of information, in the
name of peace, mutual familiarization,
friendship, amity and confidence between
peoples.

All this necessitates a new political think
ing, a new political consciousness, a new
political approach.

In the conditions of the impending nu
clear war it is not confrontation but peace
ful coexistence that should become a law,
a universally acknowledged and universally
observed norm of interstate relations.

Significance of Soviet Peace Initiatives

I would like to emphasize that this norm
is the guiding principle in the approach of
the Soviet Union and the other socialist
countries to the issue of saving the world
from war. This is a realistic and constructive
approach.

The great energy, restraint and persis
tence of the Soviet leadership, the reasona
ble compromises it is making in the name of
checking the dangerous course of interna
tional developments and attaining a turn
for the better in Soviet-American relations
and in world affairs are well known to the

world community.
-It is this energy, persistence and read

iness for reaching understanding that made
possible the Geneva summit and the re
sumption of the East-West summit dialogue.

-The large-scale comprehensive initia
tives and proposals of the Soviet leadership
put forth by Mikhail Gorbachev for a step-
by-step reduction and abolition of nuclear
and chemical weapons by the end of the
century, for cutting down arms and troops
levels in Europe, for establishing a reliable
system of disarmament control, etc., are

well known.
-The Soviet leadership has undertaken

a bold and responsible step, declaring a
unilateral moratorium on nuclear tests which
has been extended on several occasions

already.
-The latest manifestation of a genuine

concern over the future of mankind is the
extension of the unilateral moratorium on
nuclear tests until August 6, 1986, i.e., until
the day when the first atomic bomb was
dropped over Hiroshima more than 40 years
ago.

— Mikhail Gorbachev has reiterated his
proposal to meet with President Reagan
without delay with a view to reaching agree
ment on a nuclear test ban.

As you know, the 27th CPSU Congress
proposed a comprehensive system of inter
national security:

— approaches and solutions have been
elaborated which would not only reduce
international tensions and the danger of
war but would also relieve mankind of the
fear for its future.

And something more:
-The Soviet proposals make it possible

to guarantee comprehensively and effec
tively human rights, starting from the fun
damental right—the right to live.

-The CPSU peace programme contains
a proposal for changing the image of the
present-day world, for establishing an inter
national order that would be marked not
by the domination of military force but by
cooperation and a broad exchange of scien
tific, technological and cultural achieve
ments. This would provide favourable op
portunities for solving mankind’s global
problems through the joint efforts of all
states.

In other words, this is a programme for
peaceful coexistence in action.
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U.S. Policy of Neo-Globalism

Militaristic reaction in the United States
has recently been using the so-called neo
globalism to oppose the realistic and con
structive approach of the U.S.S.R. and the
other socialist countries, the Warsaw Treaty
member states, the Non-Aligned Movement,
the sober-minded politicians and statesmen
in the capitalist countries.

What is its content?
-It is above all the proclamation of the

whole planet and outer space as a sphere
of U.S. interests, of U.S. security. There is
not a single region on earth where U.S.
military bases have not been established.

— Preparations for “Star Wars", for the
implementation of the so-called Strategic
Defence Initiative.

— Militarisation of politics and thinking,
an aggressive behaviour on the interna
tional scene, placing its interests above the
interests of the other participants in inter
national affairs, most flagrant interference
in the internal affairs of sovereign states.

— Rejection of good neighbourliness and
cooperation as principles of world develop
ment, as a philosophy of international rela
tions.

-Infringement upon interstate relations
and cooperation.

— Undermining of international institu
tions including the UN and its agencies.

— Replacing peaceful competition with
military confrontation.
- Evasion of serious political dialogue.
In fact the policy of neo-globalism is also

directed against the very allies of the U.S.,
and not only against the people in those
countries, but against the interests of the
capitalists in them.

This is a policy to the detriment of the
whole of mankind.

One of the goals of neo-globalism is to
preserve and perpetuate the system of neo
colonial exploitation of the developing
countries in the interest of the transnational
monopolies, to check the process of pro
gressive political and socio-economic
changes in those countries.

Without exhausting the question, with
respect to the developing countries neo-
globalism means:

— intensifying the inequitable trade;
- increasing the "export" of inflation to

those countries:
-drastically raising their foreign debts

which makes their repayment practically
impossible.

Through the policy of neo-globalism which
boils down to political manoeuvring, threats,
blackmail and military intervention, impe
rialism is aspiring to hold the developing
countries in economic and political depend
ence. Imperialism is mainly to blame for
the economic backwardness, poverty and
acute social problems existing in most of
those countries.

Consequently, neo-globalism is:
-a policy opposed to peaceful coexist

ence;

Mr. Todor Zhivkov, President of the State Council of the People's Republic of Bulgaria (in
the middle) with delegates to the International Meeting of Agrarian and Other Demo
cratic Parties and Organisations in Sofia in May 1986. On Mr. Todor Zhivkov’s left is Mr.
Peter Tanchev, Secretary of the Bulgarian Agrarian Party.

— a policy of inequality, of diktat and
subordination;

— a policy conducive to an exacerbation
of international tensions, to the creation of
acute conflict situations and international
crises, to the accumulation of complicated
and unresolved problems, to increasing the
threat of a nuclear catastrophe.

That is why such a course, such a policy
does not and cannot have anything in com
mon with the interests of mankind, with its
survival and progress.

Lessons of Challenger and Chernobyl

In the present troubled time we should
make a serious analysis and draw lessons
from the use of space and nuclear tech
nology.

More specifically, what I have in mind are
the accidents with the Challenger space
shuttle, in the nuclear power plant in the
U.S.A., in Chernobyl, and others (accidents).

The disaster in Chernobyl has shown:
First, what a sinister power the atom is

when it slips out of human control.
Second, the consequences of similar cases

do not concern an individual country; the
struggle for controlling the atom and for
eliminating the nuclear threat requires joint
efforts.

Third, some imperialist circles including
also "the seven" in Tokyo, used that mis
fortune for mean slanderous goals, for es
calating nuclear militarism.

From the Chernobyl case, too. the Soviet
Union draw responsible and realistic con
clusions and made the respective propo
sals:
- Since the future of mankind is un

thinkable without nuclear power, an inter
national order should be established for its
safe development and its use foi the wel
fare of man.

- The necessity is ripe of solving the prob

lems of the “military atom". Nuclear weap
ons of an incredible destructive capacity
have been stockpiled. The question of their
abolition is a fateful one.

The nuclear catastrophe poses a threat
to all. Its prevention requires joint efforts
by all governments, states, parliaments.
peoples, political parties and mass peace
and anti-missile movements, by scientists
and all people on the earth, irrespective of
class, national, ideological and religious
differences.

— All of us, all peace loving people
throughout the world value highly the con
tribution of the Non-Aligned Movement, its
efforts for healing the international politi
cal climate.

— We also hail the efforts of the parlies
and movements which you represent at this
international meeting.

It is our common duty to wage an ener
getic and purposeful struggle for a com
plete ban on nuclear tests, for abolishing
all kinds of nuclear weapons.

This is the supreme objective in the name
of which we should unite, work and fight.
This is the imperative of the time wo live in

In conclusion, I would like to express our
confidence that:
- all peace-loving people ever more

clearly see the watershed: on the one side
stands the handful of the military and polit
ical top crust of the militaristic forces, and
on the other—the millions of people who
are aware of the need to prevent a nuclear
catastrophe;

- that all and each one of us are respon
sible for the cause of peace and must con
tribute to it;
- we must rally ever more strongly round

the banner of peace.
Allow me to wind up with the call which

brought us together at this international
meeting:
- May peace and security triumph in the

world I
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Appel a mes patients

En tan! quc medectn. mon devoir est de vous
informer de touts menace grave pesant sur
votre same et votre vic. Les annes nucleant's
representent unc telle menace
St meme unc scule bombe nuclcaire cxplosait
au-dessus d une grande ville. des centames de
milkers de penwnnes pcriraienL Peu de
survivants peurraienl reccvoir des wins.
Unc guenc nucteairc detruirait la civilisation
mondiale. ci I'espece humaine elle-memc
scran cn pent II n y a pas de reponse
medicate udaptee a une guerre nucleairc
Le seul traiiemcnt cn est la prevention.
Jc vous appellc a sous joindre a moi pour
informer nos conctloyens des dangers de la
course aux armaments nucleates. Ensemble.
nous dev ons com aincrc les dirigeants poliuqucs
du monde dTnverser cette marchc vers
I'aneantisscmenL

OGpatueHMC k momm nanncHTUM
Kax i pa'i y Menu ecru o6mmhhocti>
coot'muns cboiim nauneHTaM o ccptte ntoti
yrpojc itx aaoposLK) n ahiiui. Taxon
ytpoion ttpcacrucutei coGoh JVKpnoe opyroic.
Huac cent rcvuKO oahv lucpinio 6ow6y
cfipocnii. ita 6o.ii.fnon lopoj. count tmcxm
.iK'.ien nont6nyr. Maio .ncueii cuory r
nanywMTb mcoiiuiihcsoc o6c.iyATi»aititc

IkcoGiuax ajepiiax aoinia pajpyium
HC.TobCHCci.yio UHmtTHaaiuDO ii nocraain
non yrpoiy HenoMvecxoe cyuiecnownie.
Eaniicmeiniuii cnocoo .tchciihx -
npeooxpaHCHMe.
H npoury acei caoitx naiuicnron noMO’ii. mhc
iipcaynjX'.bni. naunix coorcHecnieinfnKCH 06
ofiaciiocnt pocra faiunitx pacxoao* roiiKit
Boopy.Kentm Bstccre uu .io.ia.nu nonumn.
iia iioiinmccnix .nuepoa uccro Mitpa
iipespainii. iror uapui onaciiwH xut accro
HCTOBcHCCTHa

An mcinc Patientcn:

Als Arrt bin ich verpflxhteU n.eme Paiicntcn
uber jedc errata Gefahr aafzukltfen. die ihr
Lcbcn oder ihre Gesundheit bedrcht Atom-
ualfen sind erne solcbe Gefahr
Selbst uenn nur eine einzige Atombombe uber
einer GroBstadt cxplodiene. klmcn Hundert
tausende von Metuchen um. Mcduiiuxhe
Hille ware kaum noch mc-ghch
Em 'ucltueiter Atomkncg uurde jegliche Zivili-
satiun zentoren. der Fonbesund dcr Mensch
hcit ware in Gefahr. Eine mcdmnische Hlife.
die dicscn Nomen verdient. wurdc cs mchl
tr.ehr geben Das einzige. was hclfen kann, ist
Vorbcugung
fuh bine meine Patientcn, nuch bei der
AufUaning unserer Milburger uber die
Gcfahrcn des atoniarcn Wettnlstens zu unter-
stutzen Gememsam nt disc n »ir die icrant-
wortlichcn Politiker ubcrall auf dcr Welt
■Juvon ubcrzcugin. dtfi der Marsch in den
U liter gang gestoppt werden mull.

As a physician, I have a duty to
inform my patients of any grave
threat to their health and life.
Nuclear weapons pose such a threat.
If even a single nuclear bomb were
exploded over a major city, hundreds
of thousands would perish. Few
could receive medical attention.
An all-out nuclear war would destroy
world civilization, and human
existence itself would be imperiled.
There could be no adequate medical
response to a nuclear war. The only
cure is prevention.
I am asking my patients to join me
in educating our fellow citizens
about the dangers of the nuclear
arms race. Together, we must
convince political leaders around
the world to reverse this march
towards extinction.

A message to my patients
As a physician. I have a duty to inform my patients of any grave threat to
their health and life Nuclear weapons pose such n threat
If even a single nuclear bomb were exploded over a major city. hundreds of
thousands would pcr.»h. Few could receive medical attention.
An all out nuclear war would destroy world civilization, and human
existence itself would be imperiled There could be no adequate niedica
response to a nuclear war. The only cure is prevention.
I am asking my patients to join me in educating our fellow citizens about the
dangers of die nuclear arms race. Together, we must convince political
leaders around the world to reverse this march towards extinction.

I'. di:

Un mensajc a mis pacientes
Como medico, es mi debcr informal a mis
pacientes sobre cualquier amenaza grave a su
salud y a sus vidas. Las annas nucleates son
una de cstas amenazas.
La explosion de siquiera una sola bomba
nuclear por encima de una ciudad principal
causana la muerte de cicntos de miles de
personas Pocos podnan recibir atcncidn
medica
Una guerra nuclear total dcstruina In civiliza-
cion mondial, y la cxistcncia humnnn mismo
seria pucsta en peligro. No es posible ofrecer
una rcspuestn medica adecuada a una guerra
nuclear La umca cura posible es la prevcncion.
Solicito a mis pacientes que se unan a mt cn
la educacion de nuestros conciudadanos sobre
los peligros de la carrera armamcnlista nuclear.
Entrc todos, dcbcmos convcnccr a los ltdercs
politicos en todas partes del mundo de invertir
la direccion dr esta rnarcha hacia oucstra
exunclon.

Statement by International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear
War, an independent and non-political federation of more than
150,000 physicians from 50 countries. It received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1985. Its head office is in the U.S.A.: IPPNW, 255 Longwood
Avenue, Boston, MA 02115, U.S.A.
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International Physicians Appeal to U.S. and Soviet Leaders

B(o][n) ADO NydewWmg —
Elmmote AIB Nimdear Weapons

The members of the International Council, International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War (IPPNW), have sent an Appeal to the U.S. and Soviet leaders proposing a
prescription to "Maintain Life on Earth”-cessation of all nuclear testing as the first step
leading to the elimination of nuclear weapons from the arsenals of the nations.

The Appeal was sent on the occasion of the Sixth World Congress of International Phy
sicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War held in Cologne (F.R.G.) from 29 May to 1 June
1986.

Published here is the text of the Appeal.

AN APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES AND THE GENERAL SEC
RETARY OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST RE
PUBLICS

Dear Mr. President
Dear Mr. General Secretary:

Physicians take an ancient oath to safe
guard life and health. This sacred commit
ment compels us to join with colleagues of
differing political convictions, religious per
suasions and cultural backgrounds to alert
humanity to the growing nuclear peril. In
the six years of our existence, IPPNW has
educated millions to the basic truths of the
atomic age:

Nuclear bombs are not weapons, but in
struments of genocide:

— To possess them does not signify military
strength;

— To accumulate them does not guaran
tee superiority;

— To use them will inflict genocide on
victims and suicide on aggressors;
- Medicine will have nothing to offer the

millions afflicted and traumatised by a nu
clear war, not even relief of pain before
their agonising death;

-There will be no place to hide in a nu
clear war: darkness and cold will enshroud
the Earth.

Knowledge of these stark facts has not
slowed the accumulation of overkill.

Throughout the world, increasing inse
curity is being purchased at an ever greater
cost. Scarce resources are diverted to bur
geoning military stockpiles as social and
health needs are unfulfilled. Hunger is
everywhere, and every day more than 40,000
children perish for want of food, inexpensive
immunisation and safe drinking water.

Physicians do not despair when confront-
ing a difficult illness. We prefer to light a
candle rather than decry the darkness. We
have proposed a prescription-a cessation
of all nuclear testing-to begin a journey
away from the brink. A moratorium on nu
clear explosions will impede the driving 

force behind the arms race: the develop
ment of ever more sophisticated, more ac
curate, more miniaturised, more destabilis
ing, less verifiable first-strike weapons. Such
a test halt need not await improved rela
tions between your two countries; advances
in seismology have removed the need for
trust in monitoring verifiable compliance.

Our worldwide campaign on behalf of

this medical prescription has borne fruit. The
cessation of nuclear explosions by the Soviet
Union, begun on Hiroshima Day 1985, rep
resents an historic peace initiative. Sup
port has been demonstrated by resolutions
in both houses of the United States Con
gress urging the executive to pursue test
ban negotiations. Another positive develop
ment is the energetic promotion of a test
ban by the six heads of stale comprising the
Five Continent Peace Initiative who hav<
offered their services to monitor compli
ance. The United Nations General Assembly
has voted overwhelmingly in favour of ex
panding the Partial Test Ban treaty ol I9o3
into a comprehensive treaty banning all
detonations.

A stop to all nuclear explosions would 

build confidence between your two govern
ments. It is an easily understood measure
supported worldwide by ordinary people
who comprehend that in the nuclear age
provision for a common security through
disarmament and the elimination of nuclear
weapons is the only guarantee for peace
and survival.

We therefore urge the following steps:
-That the United States join the Soviet

Union in a mutual moratorium on all nu
clear explosions;

-That the mutual moratorium remain in
effect until the successful negotiation of a
comprehensive test bon treaty; and

— That the negotiations for a test ban
begin immediately and be pursued expedi
tiously.

Your governments, representing the
world's two most powerful states, bear a
special responsibility to all humanity to ban
nuclear testing as the first step leading to
the elimination of nuclear weapons from the
arsenals of nations.

To provide concrete expression of your
commitment to future generations and to
protect the health of generations today.
especially the children, we also call upon
you to take the following steps:

-Guarantee the resources for immu
nising all the world's children by the year
1990, the goal of the World Health Organi
sation and the United Nations Children's
Fund;
- Appropriate part of the monies saved

by disarmament for public health pro
grammes on behalf of children in develop
ing nations;

— Exclude the development of space
weaponry and instead contribute to a health
communication programme to moke availa
ble the advances of medicine to all hu
mankind.

These measures ore within the reach of
your two countries. In this International
Year of Peace, you can demonstrate that
science and its handmaiden technology
hove but one objective: to improve the
quality of life on earth, not threaten its ex
tinction. The tragedies of Chernobyl and the
space shuttle Challenger remind us ol the
fragility of all human and mechanical sys
tems, including those controlling the weap
ons which endanger life itself.

Humanity has been given new warnings
that, as Albeit Einstein once said, "We shall
requite a substantially new manner ol think
ing if mankind is to survive,"

We physicians hold fast to the dream
that mason will prevail. We ask that you
sei.e the moment to set in motion deeds
> onsistent with your stated quest for peace.

Respectfully yours,
Members of the International Council,
International Physicians for the Prevention
ol Nuclear Woi
Cologne, Federal Republic of Germany.
27 May 1986.
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DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

For Ensuring International Security

Reinforce Mutual Relationship
between
Disarmament and Development

The United Nations has prepared a number of background papers for the International
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development in Paris, covering
various aspects of the agenda of this first-ever UN-sponsored conference on disarmament
and development.

Published here are extracts from one of these background papers entitled "Review of the
relationship between disarmament and development in all its aspects and dimensions with
a view to reaching appropriate conclusions”.

The central theme of this paper is: "Disarmament, development and security are inter
related issues. Progress in any of these issues would have positive effects on all of them,
whereas lack of progress in any of these areas has a negative impact on the others ...
Peace, security and economic and social development are indivisible."

DISARMAMENT and development have
each been central concerns of the United
Nations since its establishment in 1945. The
existence of a "complex and multidimen
sional "relationship between the two has a Iso
been recognised.1 As the 1962 report of the
Secretary-General on the economic and so
cial consequences of disarmament stated:
"The present level of military expenditure
not only represents a grave political danger
but also imposes a heavy economic and so
cial burden on most countries. It absorbs
a large volume of human and material re
sources of all kinds, which could be used
to increase economic and social welfare
throughout the world-both in the highly in
dustrialised countries, which at the present
time incur the bulk of the world's military
expenditures, and in the less developed
areas."2

Similar assessments have been made in
subsequent United Nations studies, among
which the 1981 report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the relationship between disarma
ment and development provides the most
comprehensive survey of the issues to date.
Such assessments have had little impact,
however, on the way in which political prio
rities and the allocation of economic re
sources are determined in an uncertain in
ternational environment.

It has been estimated that throughout
the past four decades the world has con
sistently devoted between 4.5 to 7 per cent

of its gross national product (GNP) to mili
tary expenditure. Furthermore, in the past
few years world military spending has been
rising-in real terms-at about 5 per cent
per year, well above the immediate post
war trend. Although the bulk of this spend
ing and the greater part of the recent in
creases have been concentrated in the
developed countries, the arms race affects
all regions of the world. Today, the present
level of global military spending is esti
mated to be in excess of 800 billion dollars

per year.
The nuclear-weapon States and the two

major military alliances account for the
largest proportion of armed forces and
weapons in the world and most of the
world's sophisticated armaments and com
bat equipment are produced in a small 

number of countries. These countries also
carry out most of the world's military re
search and development, although the two
major Powers are far ahead of the others in
this respect. Nearly all technological inno
vation in weaponry takes place in very few
countries. The pace of the arms race and
the rate of obsolescence of weapons
throughout the world are heavily influenced

by these countries.
Elsewhere, military expenditures are un

evenly spread. Until the latter part of the
1970s the rate of increase of aggregate
military spending of developing countries
was comparatively higher than that of de
veloped countries, although the total ex
penditures were considerably lower. Their
military spending more than doubled in real
terms in the 1960s when the process of
decolonisation and the emergence of new
States was at its peak. It almost doubled
again in the 1970s. In recent years, how
ever, the rise in the military spending of
those countries has been levelling off (Ta
ble 1). The imports of weapons, which con
stitute a significant share of their military
spending, actually declined in the first part
of the 1980s, after very rapid increases for
much of the previous two decades.

A relatively small number of countries, the
majority of them oil exporters, and many of
them in one region, the Middle East, have
continued to dominate the arms import
market.

In its most recent phase, the continuing
arms race has coincided with one of the
most serious global economic recessions
since the Second World War. The conse
quent "socio-economic imbalances and dis
locations", have been "unprecedented in
the post-war period, and quite different in
nature and extent from earlier disturb
ances".3 Unlike earlier cyclical downturns
which could be accommodated through
flexibilities built into the international trade
and financial framework, "the dislocations
of the 1980s have not only been worldwide
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Source: SIRPI Yearbook 1985, p. 270.

Table 1. World military expenditure, 1975-1984
(Millions of U.S. dollars at 1980 prices and exchange rates)

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984

Industrial market
and non-market countries 429,506 427,792 436,624 448,896 468.450 469,894 475.726 497,584 515,901 544,830

Major oil-exporting
countries 33,352 37,450 (36,185) 38,107 38,941 41,712 (45,143) (48,598) (44,874) (44,988)

Other developing
countries 43,452 47,509 49,215 49,205 51,357 51,168 54,238 (61,862) (60.018) (57,419)

but also, because of the sharp curtailment
of the resources for accommodation, much
more severe and pervasive."4

Generally, the effect of these dislocations
has been felt most deeply in the poorest
countries. Per capita real income of de
veloping countries as a whole is presently
below the level reached in the late 1970s.
"Dozens of countries have lost a decade or
more of development".5 Thus, some of the
economic and social achievements of de
veloping countries over the previous 20
yeors-when gross domestic product (GDP)
growth averaged (between 1960 and 1980)
6 per cent, infant mortality was halved and
life expectancy and school enrolments were
substantially increased-are in real danger
of being lost. The countries most severely
affected are no longer able to adequately
provide the basic needs for their population
such as food, safe water, health care or
education, let alone find additional re
sources for development.

These and other related events in the
international arena have brought about a
new awareness of an interaction between
the issues of disarmament and development
and of the need for renewed efforts towards
achieving these two goals. The possibilities
for a reallocation of resources through dis
armament for purposes of economic and
social development have always existed.
The full realisation of these possibilities re
quires however a significant change in at
titudes and a revision of political priorities.

Disarmament, Development and Security

One of the most basic problems under
lying the arms race has been the ineffective
implementation and use of the system of
collective security envisaged in the Charter
of the United Nations. In the absence of
an effective guarantee of their security, na
tions continue to seek security through exer
cising their inherent right of individual or
collective self-defence.

Yet security remains an elusive goal. It is
evident that efforts of the major powers to
seek security by adding to their stocks of
weapons have not achieved that objective.
For many smaller States the question has 

acquired an added dimension. Besides
being concerned with strictly military as
pects of security, which in many instances
are affected by global issues of the arms
race, the developing countries also perceive
issues of national and international security
as related to such immediate concerns as
food security or energy security. The ex
istence of non-military threats to national
and international security is widely recog
nised. In addressing the issues of security
in the context of disarmament, appropriate
consideration should thus also be given to
non-military threats to security.

The reasons for seeking disarmament
have become even more compelling as the
continuing arms race endangers interna
tional security in a number of ways. For ex
ample: in heightening military confronta
tion and increasing political tensions, it can

"Development seen
as merely a beneficiary
of disarmament
does not contribute
toward reinforcing
the mutual relationship
between disarmament
and development...
Underdevelopment,
lack of development
or slow development
also constitute
threats to
international security."

enhance the possibility of major armed
conflicts that could also lead to the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons; it
threatens to increase the incidence and
severity of armed conflicts in different
regions of the world; it increases global
and regional political tensions in the world
as a whole and thereby impedes progress
towards a more stable world order; it leads
to the diversion, in increasing amounts, of 

scarce resources, both human and material,
that are urgently needed to improve the
material well-being and the general welfare
of mankind.

Disarmament is broadly understood as
the process of reduction ir the size of and
expenditures on armed forces, the destruc
tion and dismantling of .'.capons, whether
deployed or stockpiled, the progressive
elimination of the capacity to produce new
weapons and the release and integration
into civilian life of military personnel. This
process must be implemented through bal
anced and equitable reductions and pro
vide for mutually acceptable modes of
verification and compliance to ensure un
diminished security for all States. There is
also an important place in this process for
arms limitation agreements that g-.-nuinel.
restrain the quantitative growth and quali
tative refinement of arsenals. Such agree
ments would be significant both as con
fidence-building measures and as stepping
stones to actual reductions or armaments
and armed forces.

The ongoing accumulation of weaponry
has also called into ploy a broad range of
social, political and economic support struc
tures at the national as well as the interna
tional levels. Disarmament, therefore, also
requires a reversal of cumulative and deeply
rooted social processes at present reflected
in contemporary society. The difficult, -s of
achieving such a reversal should bo borne
in mind in efforts to agree on measures of
arms limitation and disarmament.

To seek security through disarmament in
volves a series of political decisions pertain
ing, inter alia, to the limitation of arma
ments and armed forces, verification, the
uses of resources, and the direction of tech
nological progress. It also involves global
consideration of issues affecting the inter
national situation including those of devel
opment.

Development, in a broad sense, refers to
social and economic changes in society
leading to improvement in the quality of
life for all At the most basic level, it means
providing for every person the essential ma
terial requirements for a dignified and
productive existence. Economic growth es
sentially means an expansion of output.
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Development includes but is not cotermi
nous with economic growth. It also implies
the opportunity to participate fully in the
economic and social process and to share
in its benefits. More specifically, if the
global development effort is to be sustain
able in the long-term, it should endeavour
to provide for a pattern of economic growth
that would significantly reduce within a
reasonable time-frame the prevailing dis
parities between nations in the quality of
life. Furthermore, global development effort
depends also on resource availabilities.

Development takes place under different
economic systems. In some cases the role
of the State in managing the process of
development has been emphasised. In
others, it has been asserted that economic
efficiency can best be assured through the
operation of the market. Generally, there is
an interaction (in different forms and de
grees) between the allocation of economic
resources through the State and through
markets. This interaction is of relevance in
projecting development as a global re
quirement at a time when the international
economy comprises States with different
economic systems and at different levels of
development.

Disarmament and development remain
parallel and distinct processes, although
there are many ways in which they can rein
force each other. Both in turn are widely
held to be interlinked with security. In this
connection, a triangular interaction has
also been recognised between disarma
ment, development and security. As stated
in the Final Document of the 1978 special
session of the General Assembly Devoted to
Disarmament: “peace, security and eco
nomic and social development are indivisi
ble".

The continuing arms buildup is pertinent
not only in the context of disarmament but
also of development. Since the processes of
arms accumulation and of development
both require large-scale human and ma
terial resources and since resources are
limited, pursuit of either process tends to be
at the cost of the other. Beyond the simple
opportunity-cost effect, the arms accumula
tion process could hinder development in
other respects. Indeed, it is widely felt that
in the long run either the world proceeds
more resolutely towards the ultimate aim
of disarmament or it will not be able to
fully sustain or achieve development.

The magnitude of resources required to
sustain, expand and innovate upon the ex
isting nuclear and conventional arsenals
represents an obvious aspect of their im
pact on global economic prospects. Further
more, the existence of pressing economic
needs and physical scarcities of resources
in a world already beset by conflicts might
contribute to tensions and confrontations.
This in turn could lead to further pressures
for incurring new forms of military ex
penditures or additional allocation of re
sources for military activities.

World-Wide Uses of Resources

The human, natural and material re
sources devoted to military purposes include
labour, raw materials and minerals, capital
and technology. Military consumption of re
sources is generally recognised to be a
factor in national economic .performance.
Several United Nations studies examining
this issue have indicated, inter alia, that
military expenditures fall into the category
of consumption and not investment and that
generally any short-term economic benefits
from military expenditures, through a multi
plier effect, are offset in the long-term by
depressing capital formation, productivity
and competitiveness in the civilian sector.6
More recent empirical analysis tends to
confirm these findings.7 Such analysis also
stresses that a coincidence of high rates of
military expenditures and high rates of eco
nomic growth may represent a phenomenon
of parallelism rather than one of cause and
effect. However, in an economy with unuti
lised or underutilised resources, any kind of
spending, including military spending,
could have a stimulating effect. The impact
of the levels and magnitude of military ex
penditures, in particular those of the nu
clear-weapon States and other militarily
important States, on their economic per
formance and on the world economy is dis
cussed in a separate (UN) paper.8 (See A/
CONF. 130/PC/INF/7)

"The challenge of
development has emerged
as a major issue
in the context
of meeting military
and non-military
challenges to national
and international
security.”

In the overall global context and in a
world of finite resources, military consump
tion competes with claims upon such re
sources, not least with those of socio-eco
nomic development. It also affects priorities
in the allocation of resources not directly
claimed for military purposes and may also
aggravate tensions related to resources
constraints. Such tensions in turn could be
come an additional factor in the arms race,
which may bring about further claims on re
sources. On the other hand, disarmament
could be made the catalyst for more sus
tainable, less conflict-prone approaches to 

the use of global resources. In its prevailing
approach towards global resources, the in
ternational community seems to be caught
between the national interests and those of
global interdependence. Many countries
take the view that some of those resources
should be considered a part of the common
heritage of mankind.

The world-wide military sector is a signifi
cant consumer, for example, of energy and
minerals, which also play a crucial role in
the process of industrialisation in general.
Assessing global consumption of energy
and minerals for military purposes is fraught
with difficulty, not least because it can only
be done by extrapolating data from a limit
ed group of countries. Nevertheless, it has
been estimated, inter alia, that countries
with a strong military industrial sector may
be devoting up to 7 per cent of their total
consumption of petroleum for military use.
If military-related consumption (i.e. the
energy consumed by industries supplying
the military sector with goods and services)
is added, the figure rises to some 7 to 8 per
cent of total energy use.9

The military sector is also a major con
sumer of minerals. However, due to ad
vances in military technology, the composi
tion of military demand has shifted. For in
stance, the relative importance of materials
such as iron and steel has declined, whilst
that of aluminium, titanium and other met
als has increased. Military consumption of
major minerals varied (in the 1970s) be
tween 2.1 per cent (for manganese) and
11.1 per cent (for copper) of total consump
tion.10

Further acceleration in the accumulation
of weapons would significantly increase
consumption of specific resources for mili
tary purposes. That might not have precisely
the same effect on global consumption of
resources, however, due to the various other
consequences of military spending on the
general levels of economic activity. Increas
ed military consumption of resources might
even reduce demand for some raw materials
for civilian purposes, as a result of a reduc
tion in the overall rate of economic growth.

The dislocations in international energy
markets during the 1970s provoked as much
concern about access to energy and raw
material supplies as about their scarcity.
Under worst case assumptions, major inter
ruptions in the supply of energy or in
dustrial materials could produce significant
reductions in the industrial output and
GDP of developed countries. However, it is
doubtful whether short-run sensitivity to
supply interruptions could translate into
long-term vulnerability that could not be
redressed by changes in policy.

In looking for alternative sources of
energy and minerals, sea-bed resources
have attracted considerable attention.
Oceans and seas could provide many re
newable energy sources such as tidal
energy, wave energy and sea thermal
power. The sea, moreover, serves as a sign if- 
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icant source of food, particularly proteins.
There has been an increasing interest in

the economic potentials of the oceans.
Much of the impetus has come from coastal
States, many of them developing countries,
who often find themselves unable to take
full advantage of the seas for their own
economic benefit. In addition, many States
attach great importance to access to sea
bed reserves of minerals, which are known
to contain large deposits of polymetallic
nodules, including manganese, nickel, co
balt, copper and molybdenum.

Historically, the use of oceans has been
associated with the maintenance of the
freedom of the high seas to ensure un
hindered international trade and shipping,
and the exploitation of marine resources.
The sea is an important medium for the in
ternational movement of goods and sea
based trade accounts for more than 80 per
cent of international trade by volume. In
this context, disarmament could reduce an
xieties concerning interruptions in the sea
borne trade, supply of energy and raw
materials, and encourage reductions in
world-wide naval deployments. Along with
diminished naval deployments, this could
also alleviate the insecurity of coastal
States, allowing them to reallocate scarce
resources from military to civilian purposes.

In addition to other uses, waterways pro
vide a means of transport for industrialisa
tion, irrigation for agriculture, and also a
source of hydroelectric power. On a global
basis there are 214 waterway basins shared
by two or more countries, some two thirds
of them developing countries.11 Under pres
sures of population growth, and for both
agricultural and industrial progress, there
is an increased demand for water, not least
among the developing countries. Disagree
ments between States sharing the same
waterway have continued to be a source
of conflict. Disarmament linked to more ef
fective settlement of regional disputes
would make it easier to reach agreements
over the use of scarce water resources.

Outer space is another area of greater
interest. Space can be used both for mili
tary and civilian purposes. Remote sensing
by satellites, for example, has civilian uses
for meteorology, mineral and petroleum
prospecting. It can also be used to monitor
many aspects of economic activity, includ
ing threats to the environment such as de
forestation and desertification; and has
potential applications in the broad area of
disaster management.12

Military and civilian space technologies
have always been closely interlinked. How
ever, in recent years the balance seems to
have shifted toward military applications.
Some 75 per cent of the satellites in orbit
are estimated to be designated for military
uses.13 Some, such as the use of satellites
for verification purposes, are essential in the
context of arms limitations and disarma
ment while other uses may be seen as
potentially increasing the momentum of the 

arms race. The existing uses of space for
civilian purposes seem to lag well behind
the potential offered by technological devel
opments.

Regarding the natural environment, it is
widely believed that the potential effects of
a nuclear war, including its climatic effects,
would not be confined to the direct com
batants, although the bulk of the damage
would fall upon them. Conflicts and military
preparations in general disturb fragile bal
ances in the natural and man-made en
vironments.14 Some military conflicts, in
particular, are known to have caused great
environmental damage.

Although the damage potential of the
use of various types of weaponry is enor
mous, it is not possible to arrive at precise
estimates of the environmental harm. A
careful analysis of the environmental im
pact of different categories of weapons
prepared on behalf of the United Nations
Environment Programme distinguishes three
composite stress factors, namely, soil dam
age, destruction of plant cover and bio
cide.15 Various categories of weapons would
place stress on ecosystems in one or more
of these three ways. The environmental ef
fects of some weapons would be significant
in tropical'forest regions and in arid areas
which lack species diversity and where soils
are thin and deficient in nutrient- and
water-holding capacity, that is, in a major
ity of the developing areas. In such regions,
nutrient-dumping, erosion and decline in

"Disarmament
and development
remain parallel
and distinct processes,
although there are
many ways in which
they can reinforce
each other.
Both in turn are widely
held to be interlinked
with security."

moisture-levels are especially likely to oc
cur, and could spread secondary effects well
beyond the original areas of devastation.

Military conflicts, apart from other con
sequences, can also have long-term en
vironmental effects through population
movements and changes in patterns of hu
man settlement. About these, however.
knowledge is only fragmentary. Mass move
ments of refugees and displaced persons
can for instance intensify demographic
pressures on the land and hasten erosion
and other environmental damage besides
introducing now elements of tensions
among the countries affected. The aban 

donment of irrigated land and other man
mode habitats can also lead to long-term
deterioration in agriculture and disturb the
ecological balance.

The Challenge of Development

The need for development has grown into
a major factor in the pursuit of international
security. Development is an objective of
both the developed and the developing
countries. The developed countries need to
sustain or improve their economic perform
ance; the developing countries need to at
tain a better economic performance. The
incidence of demand and supply side con
straints on developed economies is un
evenly spread among different groups of
countries. But for the developing countries,
by and large, the supply side constraints are
more serious.

A priority concern of developing coun
tries is to combine the various goals of eco
nomic growth into the process of develop
ment. In their attempts to attain these goals,
the developing countries are facing con
siderable obstacles: a limited resource base
of national economies; competing claims
on resources also by the needs to maintain
national security and promote develop
ment; and an uncertain internationa' eco
nomic climate are among some of the ssues
faced by these countries. Their difficulties
seem to have been made more severe by
the most recent developments in the inter
national capital and monetary markets.
World Bank capital-flows have dec Ined
sharply at a time when private flows have
been shrinking. International Development
Association (IDA) credits have declined
from their peak of 3.8 billion dollars in 1980
to 3.0 billion dollars in 1985 without adjust
ment for inflation. Drawings from the Inter
national Monetary Fund (IMF) which stood
at special drawing right (SDR) 14.1 billion
in 1983, fell sharply to SDR 8.1 billion in
1984, and SDR 4.2 billion in 1985. Com
modity prices have fallen to their lowest
level in the last 27 years. The aggregate
debt of developing countries rose to some
950 billion dollars by 1986.

Disarmament is of particular concern not
least to the developing countries, which ex
pect that it can improve not only their
security but their developmental prospects.
It can do so in several respect,, amongst
which are, first, to the extent that military
spending in developed countries may have
added to the difficulties in the global econ
omy, measures of disarmament could im
prove the international economic climate.
Secondly, a reallocation of some of the re
sources released through disarmament in
the developed world could provide an addi
tional source for promoting development.
Thirdly, disarmament could facilitate devel
opment by reducing insecurity, thereby
making it easier to control conflict and
limit arms accumulations. Finally, reductions 
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in the developing countries' own military
spending could increase their domestic re
sources available for development. How
ever, the scope for such reductions by de
veloping countries is relatively restricted.

As already slated, the military burden is
unevenly spread among those countries.
The bulk of spending has basically been
concentrated in the oil-exporting and other
higher-income developing countries. Their
relative shores of the total developing coun
tries' military expenditures in 1984 were 44
and 38 per cent respectively, as compared
with 18 per cent for all the remaining less
developed countries. However, military
spending of all developing countries to
gether accounted for some 20 per cent of
the world total in 1984.

In principle, the argument that military
spending is a form of waste or unproductive
expenditure may appear compelling in the
case of developing countries. Funds used
to pay the sa’aries of soldiers cannot be
used for agricultural extension programmes
or schools. Scarce foreign exchange
diverted to purchase military equipment,
cannot be used to import tractors, in
dustrial machinery and medicine. At the
same time, evidence of a trade-off between
military and social expenditures is fragmen
tary and based mainly on the experience of
one region. A recent lime-series statistical
analysis of trade-offs between education
and defence spending in a group of 18
developing countries, for example, found
that in no less than 6 countries the military
and education budgets increased and de
clined together; in 7 countries there was no
significant relation one way or the other;
and m only 1 country were military increases
associated with education decreases.
Clearly the allocation process .varies much
from country to country.

In the developing world, military spend
ing cannot be expected to have precisely
the same effects in capital surplus coun
tries, in newly industrialising countries
(NICs) and in lower-income economies,
where the burden of military spending
presses hardest on scarce resources. In ad
dition, the structural adjustment and aus
terity programmes required of large num
bers of developing countries as the price of
debt rescheduling and international credit
often impose heavy burdens. Such pro
grammes were in effect under IMF stand-by
and extended agreements in close to 70
countries during the period 1980-1984.16

A recent cross-national statistical study
of the per.od 1973-8017 has drawn some
limited conclusions about the factors which
influence the military burden of developing
countries in proportion to their GDP and by
the share of military budget in total gov
ernment expenditure. First, the military
burdens of countries involved in military
conflicts were 1.5 to 2.5 per cent higher and
absorbed 6 5 to 7.5 more percentage points
of the budget than in other developing
countries, after the effect of the other 

variables had been taken into account.
Secondly, among Governments facing situa
tions of internal unrest, the share of military
expenditure relative to GDP was some 2
percentage points higher and the military
component of the budget was 4 to 4.5 per
cent higher than in other cases. Thirdly, the
availability of foreign exchange earnings
from the international economy was a
crucial determinant. Fourthly, military
spending tended to be higher in countries
depending wholly or mainly on one external
supplier of military equipment.

Significant variations from region to re
gion are pointed out by other studies.18
Each of the determinants of military spend
ing appears to be linked in a complex web
of interrelationships and each directly in
fluences the process of development. Mili
tary conflicts could sometimes be a conse
quence of development failures, in a wider
sense, and almost always impose heavy
economic and human costs on the countries
involved in them. Political and strategic ties
between major world Powers and develop
ing countries influence the flow of military
and non-military aid and other financial
transfers, as well as shaping development
choices. Efforts to increase exports in order
to earn the foreign exchange required for
military purchases can foreclose more self-
reliant development options.

In this context, policy options available
to the Governments of developing countries
appear limited. Although many Govern-

"A triangular interaction
has been recognised
between disarmament,
development and security.
Peace, security
and economic
and social development
are indivisible."

ments arc aware of the opportunity costs of
defence spending, their decisions to in
crease or reduce military expenditures re
main lied to issues of international and re
gional security. There is indeed need for
strengthening regional security and con
flict-reduction mechanisms in various devel
oping regions. However, disarmament at the
global level would make construction of
such regional security arrangements and the
reallocation of domestic resources to devel
opment easier to bring about. In this last
mentioned respect it needs to be stressed
that the absence of a major war has not
meant that the world, and especially the
developing countries, has enjoyed peace.

More military conflicts have occurred
since the Second World War and more
people have been killed in them than in
any period in recent history except the two
world wars themselves. Depending upon the
criteria used to describe the incidence of
war, various estimates have been made
about the number of people affected by it.
According to one estimate, some 120 wars
(involving more than 1,000 casualties) have
taken place since 1945, bringing with them
some 19 million or so dead, more than
60 per cent of which were civilians.19 The
1984 report of the Secretary-General on
conventional disarmament indicated that
the number of armed conflicts since 1945
has probably risen to over 150 involving
over 20 million dead, almost all of which
have occurred in the developing countries.
Il also suggested that current trends give
no reason to believe that there will be a
decrease in the incidence and severity of
armed conflicts.20

As can be see in Table 2, the annual num
bers of persons being killed in military con
flicts in the 1960s and 1970s substantially
exceeded those dying from all other major
emergencies. Most major emergencies in
the developing world affect many more
people than those whose deaths they cause
directly. So do armed conflicts which at
times combine with and aggravate other
emergencies. In Africa, for example, coun
tries most seriously affected by drought and
famine often overlap with those which have
experienced conflict conditions, a pattern
also familiar in other parts of the develop
ing world. Although there are many other
reasons why famines occur, in societies
where millions live near the margin of ex
istence conflicts have frequently provided
the critical exogenous shock that dislocates
the rural economy, interrupts food chains
and spreads hunger in its wake.

Armed conflicts aggravate the problems
of organising development in many tangible
ways. No adequate estimates exist of the
financial costs of wars fought in the devel
oping countries, although studies of in
dividual wars suggest they can be sub
stantial. Military conflicts are certainly a
major stimulus to military spending and
arms purchases. It appears obvious, there
fore, that while development is hardly an
easy task in normal circumstances, it be
comes indeed impossible to implement
long-term development policies in coun
tries and regions which are constantly af
flicted by conflict situations.

Some Concluding Remarks

Disarmament, development and security
are interrelated issues. Progress in any of
these issues would have positive effects on
all of them, whereas lack of progress in any
one of these areas has a negative impact
on the others.
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Table 2. Human costs of war and other emergencies

Type of event

Number dying
per year
(Thousands)

1960s 1970s

Number of people affected
per year
(Thousands)

1960s 1970s

Drought 1 23 18,500 24,400
Flood 2 5 5,200 15,400
Tropical cyclones 11 34 2,500 2,800
Earthquakes 5 39 200 1,200
Others 6 42 1,300 4,500

Total disasters 23 143 27,700 48,300

Deaths in wars 439 587
Civilians
as percentage of war dead 52 68 -

Sources: Disaster casualties are Red Cross figures presented in Anders Wijkman and Lloyd
Timberlake, Natural Disasters: Acts of God or Acts of Man? (London, Earthscan, 1984).
War deaths are from Ruth L. Sivard, World Military and Social Expenditures, 1985.

Any major release of resources through
disarmament measures would come prima
rily from the major Powers and other devel
oped countries. Militarily significant States
are the major participants in the arms race
although many developing countries have
devoted significant proportions of their re
sources to military purposes. A reallocation
of resources away from military purposes
could, therefore, be in the interests of both
developed and developing countries.

As the developed countries continue to
account for a major share of global military
spending, and because the problems of
development are seen to be most urgent
among the developing countries, develop
ment tends to be viewed as being at the
receiving end of a relationship between dis
armament and development. Nevertheless,
development seen as merely a beneficiary
of disarmament does not contribute to
wards reinforcing the mutual relationship
between disarmament and development.

Underdevelopment, lack of development
or slow development also constitute non
military threats to international security. Re
source constraints, along with other prob
lems of sectoral and institutional adjust
ments within national and international
economy, have emerged as an issue of cen
tral concern for the developing countries
in their efforts to attain economic growth.
To the extent that a reallocation of a part
of resources released through disarmament
measures can provide additional means for
development, disarmament could make an
important contribution towards develop
ment. Conversely, in the sense that it helps
to overcome non-military threats to na
tional well-being and security, thus also
favouring a more stable and sustainable in
ternational system, development may con
tribute towards a more secure world. The
relationship between disarmament and
development, therefore, may be seen as a
two-way street. Thus, the framework of this 

relationship should be viewed in terms of
global interdependence.

The most overriding reason for bringing
about disarmament is a commonly shared
concern for human survival in the nuclear
age. Since security-related concerns are
paramount in affecting the prospect for
meaningful measures of arms limitation and
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Conversion of Defence Industry

Widespread
Unemployment Preventable
by Planned Adjustments

The International Labour Office in a paper on disarmament and employment has stated
that a properly planned conversion of defence industry to civil production need not gen
erate widespread unemployment.

The paper which was prepared for the UN International Conference on the Relationship
between Disarmament and Development in Paris (July-August 1986), underscored the
point that disarmament and expanded aid flows to developing countries could create
more jobs in the developed countries themselves.

The ILO paper said: "This study supports the conclusions of other observers that the in
dustrialized countries have much to gain, in employment terms, from faster growth in the
developing countries since they will remain suppliers of higher value goods and equip
ment.”

Extracts from the ILO paper are published here.

A GOOD deal of the research undertaken
over the last 25 years shows that military-
related production accounts for a relatively
small proportion of total production in
countries with domestic arms industries and
supports the contention that a decline in
such production would not have serious
consequences for the economies of those
countries. Particular localities and in
dustries where defence production is con
centrated would face temporary difficulties,
but these could be mitigated by adequate
planning and compensatory measures (for
example, special tax incentives for in
dustries undergoing conversion) or for the
creation of jobs in other industries.

There is good reason to believe that in the
long run economics would benefit from the
reduction of the military sector since, in
many coses, the same amount of investment
produces more jobs in the civil sector than
it does in the military sector. In addition,
the release of large numbers of research
and development personnel from military-
related jobs and their redirection towards
socially useful civil sector goals can only be
beneficial.

Although the conversion of the defence
industry would benefit all national econ
omies, it cannot be expected that a de
cline in defence-related procurement would
automatically be translated into a success
ful movement of the defence producers into
civil markets. The conversion of the defence
industry can be seen as one category of the
restructuring that economies arc constantly
undergoing as new products and production
processes are developed and diffused. The
introduction of new products and processes
into any part of the manufacturing sector 

can necessitate the retooling of factories,
making new investments, the retraining of
workers, the closing of production facilities
and the opening of new ones. While ex
panding economies have less difficulty in
adapting to such changes, some adjustment
assistance can be necessary even in periods
of relatively rapid economic growth. In
periods, such as the present one, character
ized by slow growth, high rates of inflation
and considerable unemployment, adjust
ment measures are particularly important.

While national economies can be expect
ed to adjust reductions in military ex
penditure and cut-backs in defence pro
curement without serious problems, some
difficulties will inevitably arise at the local
and regional levels. Defence industries tend
to be geographically concentrated. Re
gional and local governments clearly have
an interest in making a transition from
military to civil production as easy as pos
sible, since the more disruption local econ
omies experience, the more likely it is that
local and regional governments would be
required to provide an increased level of
social services at the same time as their in
come (from personal and corporate taxes)
is declining. Most conversion proposals do
not include an institutionalized role for re
gional or local governments. In many coun
tries, however, regional and local govern
ments already play a role in channelling
economic adjustment assistance to areas
with economic problems and would thus be
involved in helping firms and workers ad
just to defence cuts.

In addition to serving as channels for as
sistance from the central Government to
affected industries and workers, regional 

and local governments can also use their
own taxation policies to influence the con
version process and can set in motion other
policies to promote diversification of the re
gional or local economy. For example, a
United States government report on the
likely economic effects of reduced military
expenditure in the state of New Mexico
suggested a five-year period of exemption
from Federal, state, and local income taxes
for new firms locating in the area, provided
they became part of the non-defence ex
port base of the local economy.

Workers' Attempts at Conversion

Over the last 10 years, workers in defence
and related industries in a number of coun
tries have become increasingly active in at
tempting to protect jobs by convincing em
ployers to move into or expand existing
operations in the civil sector. Groups which
promote a transfer of resources to the civil
sector are most active in companies or
areas where redundancies are threatened
or have already occurred on a fairly large
scale. Experience has shown that such
groups cannot succeed to any significant
extent if Governments and employers are
hostile or indifferent to the notion of con
version. At the same time, there is clearly
considerable scope for public education on
the need for defence industry conversion, its
economic implications and the ways in
which it might be carried out. It is particu
larly important to communicate to defence
industry employees that a properly planned
conversion process need not generate wide

spread unemployment.
As an example, in the United Kingdom

the catalyst for the growth of interest in
conversion at the local level was the pres
entation of the corporate plan of the Lucas
Aerospace Combine Committee in January
1976 in London. Faced with the rationaliza
tion of the Western European aerospace in
dustry, which had already cost nearly 30 per
cent of the Lucas Aerospace workers their
jobs, and the likelihood of reductions in de
fence expenditure on the part of the United
Kingdom Government, the Lucas Aero
space Combine Shop Stewards Committee 
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decided to consider alternative products
which could replace the defence equipment
manufactured by Lucas Aerospace.

Despite work subsequently carried out on
a heat pump, neither it nor any other alter
native product was subsequently manu
factured by Lucas. If viewed solely as a con
version programme, it is clear that the ef
forts of the Combine Committee failed. It
is possible to argue, however, that in certain
important respects the initiative of the
workers at Lucas Aerospace succeeded as it
gave the workers a sense of self-confidence,
a clear example that they could, in fact, in
fluence the design and production process
and take part in the corporate decision
making process. Finally, it created an im
portant working model of conversion ac
tivity.

created in the industrialized countries after
10 years would be in manufacturing and
agriculture. No job losses in the year 2000,
compared to 1990 would be recorded in the
capital goods industry of any region, but
employment might decrease in the basic
product industry of North America and
Japan (basic chemicals and metals) and
might stagnate in the light industry sector of
all developed regions. Therefore, although
frictional unemployment could not be avoid
ed, the major finding of such an econo
metric study is that market forces would
generate a variety of jobs in sectors (food
and agriculture, equipment and machinery
and services) where trade liberalization
transmits to the developed countries the
strong demand released by development
policies in the developing countries.

Disarmament and Expanded Aid Flows

One proposal, the effects of which have
been investigated through the development
of an econometric model, is that savings
from disarmament should be transferred to
developing countries as official develop
ment assistance. It can be shown in this way
that at the end of a brief, 10-year period,
more jobs would be created throughout the
world (compared to a situation of no dis
armament). Furthermore, if the developing
countries use the additional funds to pursue
basically egalitarian policies, helping the
small-scale urban sector and the poorer
elements of the rural sector, job creation in
both developing and developed countries
would be even higher.

It can be foreseen that the direct and im
mediate effect of a cut-back in armament
expenditures in the early part of the 1990s
would be to increase the proportion of un
employed workers, whether in the armament
industries or in related sectors supplying in
termediate inputs, equipment, etc., or in the
armed forces. Unless short- to medium-term
counteracting policies are initiated, the
overall employment situation could worsen.
A number of studies suggest what kind of
counteracting policies should be introduced
in order to mitigate the negative effects of
such cut-backs. Inevitably, these policies
would place some additional burden on
Governments, whether in the form of sub
sidies to specific sectors or of compensation
schemes to the unemployed. However, given
that the cost of unemployment to the gov
ernment budget (benefits paid and taxes
foregone) in some industrialized market
economy countries is already 2 or 3 per cent
of GNP, the addition would not be gieat.

Furthermore, financial transfers to the
developing countries would generate a pro
cess in which market forces would progres
sively take that burden away from Govern
ments, i.e., would provide jobs through
creating new and stable markets. If, further
more, egalitarian policies were adopted by
the developing countries, 80 percent of the
17 million additional jobs that would be 

"There is good reason to believe that in the
long run economies would benefit from the
reduction of the military sector since, in
many cases, the same amount of investment
produces more jobs in the civil sector than
it does in the military sector."

The econometric model firmly suggests
that, as a group, developed economies have
at worst little to lose from massive transfers
to developing economies. It hypothesized a
modest 3.3 per cent annual growth rate in
the developed economies in the 1990s in the
reference scenario, which nevertheless
would hardly be sufficient to reduce unem
ployment. With a level of financial transfers
to the developing countries of the order of
0.5 percentage points of GNP (bringing of
ficial development assistance up to 0.7 per
cent of GNP), the employment gain would
indeed be substantial, once the transitional
costs had been absorbed.

The model suggests that the feedback ef
fects of financial transfers to developing
economies on the developed countries
could be far more efficient in curbing unem
ployment in the latter if these transfers were
used by developing countries to promote
low as much as high-technology activities.
Moreover, any substantial development of
South-South trade would be likely to en
hance the feedback effect of South-bound
transfers; there would be ttade losses, in
developed economies, for basic products
and light industrial goods, but these would
be more than compensated for by equip
ment sales, because of (and not despite) a 

fast growth of capital goods industries in
the developing countries.

Whatever the development strategy fol
lowed by the developing countries, the feed
back growth effects on the industrialized
countries are not evenly distributed among
developed regions. The tendencies of the
present trade and financial networks would
allocate to North America and Western
Europe (as well as to Australia and New
Zealand) major export flows in food and
agricultural goods, while Japan and West
ern Europe would enjoy large exports ol
manufactures and North America would
get the lion's share of factor and non-factor
services.

This study supports the conclusions of
other observers that the industrialized
countries have much to gain, in employment
terms, from faster growth in the de.c'oping
countries since they will remain suppliers of
higher value goods and equip-; ent.

Conversion Possible with Effective
Economic Management

Given the evidence presented, it is hard
for this paper not to conclude that the
likely effect of reduced military expenditure
on employment in arms and equipment
producing countries would be minor. Given
the constant changes in the nature and
location of manufacturing output in present-
day industrialized countries, the additional
effects of switching final demand from mili
tary-related goods and services to other
products would not be great. Furthermore,
such a cut in expenditure need not result in
an overall fall in manufacturing employ
ment. A switch in the pattern of final ex
penditure would be more likely to imply a
net reduction in public sector service em
ployment. In arms-importing countries, es
pecially in the developing world, the em
ployment effects of disarmament, particu
larly those working through an improve
ment in the balance of payments, could well
be positive and large.

Looking purely at the side of defence-
related manufacturing output it is possible
as has been demonstrated, to convert a
plant to produce alternative products and
to retrain the labour force accordingly.
However, there is a limit to the extent to
which such conversion can profitably take
place. A great deal of plant and machinery
would have to be scrapped and many
workers would have to look for new jobs
through the labour market in general. How
quickly they would lind work and what sort
ol work they would find would depend on
overall levels of resource utilization in the
economy. Clearly, their search would be
easier and better rewarded in a fast-grow
ing and competitive economy than in one
marked by stagnation. The issue ol dis
armament and conversion therefore cannot
be separated from that of successful eco
nomic management in general.
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CULTURE AND PEACE

Creative Exchange
Must Banish
Nuclear Exchange
HOWARD L. PARSONS

This article is based on a paper by
Mr. Howard L Parsons on “The World Crisis,
Religion, and Creative Interchange".

Published here are extracts from the pa
per.

TWO intertwined tendencies are at work
in the present epoch in the history of human-
ity-the tendency toward increasing disorder
and destruction, and the tendency toward a
creative world order. These two contrary
tendencies emerged during the breakup of
the socio-economic order during and after
World War II. Out of that breakup came
massive conflicts on a world scale and the
struggles of peoples to create a new and
more human world.

During this forty-year period the escala
tion of nuclear weaponry has taken the
whole of humanity hostage to its threat of
holocaust. Even a medium-scale nuclear
conflict would cause a "nuclear winter"
killing all life forms on our planet and
removing our future forever.1 The burden of
military expenses weighs heavily on rich and
poor nations alike; more than 1.7 billion
dollars are spent each day on arms. In the
drive for security and resources wars are
continuing in Kampuchea, Afghanistan,
Iran and Iraq, Lebanon, Nicaragua, El Sal
vador, and elsewhere. Yet in the midst of
these conflicts and sufferings the struggle
for peace, development, and equality
among hundreds of millions goes on.

Revival of Religious Fundamentalism

The philosophical and religious dimen
sions of the old formations are in disintegra
tion. Just as the early centuries of the capi
talist revolution (1300-1650) gave rise to
the Renaissance and Reformation and a
challenge to the Christian theology of feu
dalism, so the democratic revolutions from
1789 onward further secularised and liber-
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alised philosophical and religious ideas.
Under the worldwide impact of the scien
tific-technological revolution today, all the
major religions face the crisis of adjusting
their pre-scientific, regional, agrarian-based
ideas to the realities and demands of a
single planetary environment of interacting
peoples and cultures in on increasingly
urbanised world of science and technology.

A common response of the religions-
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism,
Judaism—is to revive the ancient dogmatic
fundamentals of their faiths, in refusal to
face the harsh realities of the modern
world.

The fundamentalism of the thirty million
electronic faithful in the U.S.A, serves as a
psychic bomb shelter in a terror-torn world.
For Reagan and Khomeini fundamentalism
functions as a reactionary armor against
constructive political changes. A second
common result in religion is the erosion of
faith altogether, leaving the unguided in
dividual and group the victim of personal
desire ond fear, social fashion, and political
demagogy.

A third alternative is found in the move
ments toward the reconstruction of thought
and practice in the religions-for example,
the naturalistic philosophy of religion of
Henry Nelson Wieman and Bernard Eugene
Meland, and the development of powerful
forces for peace and justice in the Roman
Catholic and Protestant churches in the
West and the Orthodox church in the East,
as well as liberation theology in Latin
America.

Reaganism on its economic and political
side represents the incapacity of capitalism
to cope with the conditions of a late 20th
century world of many different indepen
dent states without any controlling centre,
a world of peoples liberating themselves
from economic exploitation, racism, sexism,
and other forms of oppression and working
out their own destinies, a world in which
communism in thought and practice has
arrived to stay, a world in which coercive in
tervention by one state into another and
the use of interstate violence is counter

productive for one and all-in short, a new
material and psychological world crying out
for new ways of thought and international
policy.

Because Reagan himself is a born-again
Christian and the extremist reactionary in-
terests-multimillionaire corporate owners,
wealthy arms manufacturers, Pentagon mili
tarists, the right-wing media, emigres from
socialist countries-have required an ideol
ogy to reverse their decline of power, right
wing religion and politics have become in
timate allies. Such religion, commanding
the loyalty of tens of millions, has retreated
to a fundamentalist interpretation of the
Bible. Following Jerry Falwell and Hal Lind
sey, believers hold a nuclear Armageddon
is imminent and will wipe out the U.S.S.R.
and all communists and unite all born-
again Christians in rapture with Christ. This
doctrine is the religious form of Reagan’s
view that nuclear exchange with the Soviet
Union, which is the devil's work, is inevitable
but will be won and survived by those on
the side of the Almighty.

Relevance of Marxism

Amidst this crisis of religious imperialism
and imperial religion, Marxism has emerged
as the leading secular philosophy, directing
the thinking of leaders of one-third of the
peoples of the world. It is an influential
naturalistic rival not only to the traditional
supernaturalist religious faiths but also to
secular political philosophies like liberal
democracy, conservatism, and fascism. The
great popular appeal of Marxism to the
poor of the world is its promise of life and
development to them through a collective
struggle against their poverty and oppres
sion. Most political leaders of the U.S.A.
perceive Marxism to be the principal enemy
of the world, and its containment, enerva
tion, breakdown, and ruin are taken to be
the first and last aim of foreign policy.

This is a perilous misperception. Both as
theory and social practice Marxism is a
permanent feature of the modern world
and will never be extirpated by force of 
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arms. It appeals to hundreds of millions of
people, even to Roman Catholics in Latin
America (through liberation theology) be
cause it offers a meaningful commitment
for survival, the alleviation of suffering, and
the improvement of life. The crusade to ex
terminate Marxism by conventional arms
can only issue in the inhuman slaughter of
millions, as it did in World War II and the
war against the Vietnamese.

A nuclear crusade against this "empire
of evil" would be no "war" for it would
wipe out the targeted "enemy” and would-
be victor, as well as the future of humanity.

The deepest requirement of present-day
humanity is to find that way of living that,
uniting the self-giving and struggle of
faith, will deliver us out of the danger of
increasing disorder and destruction and
over into the fullness of a realised life. That
is a way that will transform our interper
sonal and intercultural conflicts into
strength and consummation for one and
all. Traditional faiths in their dogmatic
formulations are customarily inadequate to
satisfy this need?-though the actual prac
tice of believers may transcend their pro
fessions.

Secularisation, which distinguishes the
modern world from its eternity-minded pre
decessor, is the process of living and think
ing on the real everyday mundane earth.
It means taking leave of monastery, con
vent, and medieval cosmology but not
necessarily of the spiritual life. It means
cities, industrialisation, science, technology,
and large-scale production and consump
tion of material goods. It means measure
ment, abstract description, general ex
planation, prediction, and control of
things. It also means, in 20th century
science and philosophy, a new "imagery"
of our world-events in concrete process,
interaction in relative contexts, the inter
relatedness of things and events, com
plexity and depth, and limits to what
human beings can know and do.3 In our
next-to-ness we as persons are processes
locked into local, national, and planet-wide
processes and structures extending through
time and ecological space. As a species
we are a living planetary movement de
fined by interlaced destructive and creative
processes. We are mortal creatures on our
small blue planet, solitary and fragile,
members of it and of one another, cohered
atoms, bound together by our single ge
netic heritage, our common home, our
global community, our shared danger, and
our embracing human hope.

Need for Creative Interchange

Today what stands out to be the mind
awake are these overriding facts: the
escalating nuclear arms contest between
neighbouring nations; the rich nations next
to the increasingly poor ones; the spread
ing pollution and contamination of our
habitat, the biosphere and of all creatures 

great and small; deep economic and ideo
logical conflicts between peoples and
states, mixed with the common interests
that bind them in unity; the attempts but
impossibility of a single state or bloc of
states to control entirely what other states
do; and the overall fact that we will be
saved and judged together, we will live or
die as an undivided planetary species.

In two ways Wieman's thought is vitally
relevant to this world and its conflicts. First,
he pioneered in drawing a categorial map
of our real world of process and interac
tion; thereby we can better understand
that world.

Second, he searched the complexity and
depths for a creative process to answer to
our awareness of the objective problems
and our internal need-our inner conflict,
meaninglessness, guilt, and loneliness, and
our want of commitment to the source of
fulfillment. The way to fulfillment is "inter
change which creates appreciative under
standing of unique individuality" and "in
tegration within each individual of what he
gets from others" so he can "appreciate
more profoundly diverse individuals,
peoples, and things".4 By his own acknowl
edgement this abstract and general for
mulation of "creative interchange" but
barely signifies the rich and deep con
creteness of such a relation-as well as the
innovation and transformation in the per
sons and the relation that irrupts from
beyond the ken of human knowledge and
intention. And Wieman does not deal with
the mutuality of action that often accom
panies and undergirds communication.

"Nuclear weaponry has closed out all old
alternatives for survival save one: creative
exchange between state leaders and be
tween peoples must banish nuclear ex
change."

Creating Conditions for Creative Exchange

Let me suggest three spheres of applica
tion.

1. Many studies in the social sciences
provide evidence for the claim that when
conditions are favourable between infant
(or child) and nurturing adult for a genuine
exchange of thoughts and feelings, the re
sult is a uniquely individualised identity,
and authentic, integrated, secure, autono
mous, trusting, open, and honest selP-one
free of anxiety, narcissism, competitiveness,
hate, and closure toward others, especially
persons of other races, cultures, and ideal
ogies. We now know what some of the
necessary conditions are. But because of
our neglect in providing these conditions <n
family and school our society and other.
are producing in large numbers a type of
personality peculiarly unfitted to confront
in an effective way the conflicts of persons
in the modern workplace, the neighbour
hood, the nation, and the world. Children
deprived of the strength of character that
creative exchange can nurture-qualities of
trust, self-confidence, courage, and read
iness to communicate with those with whom
they differ—will grow up into adults who
will become the willing puppets and dupes
of demagogic leaders arousing and direct
ing their fears, anxieties, and hatreds into
the prejudicial "pseudo-identities" of na
tion, race, class, religion, gender, and the
like.

Children who grow up looking at tele
vision thirty hours a week and college stu
dents who prefer the wombs of their VCRs
to discussion with their peers are still fetal
personalities. They are ill-prepared to with
stand the pernicious forces of the modern
world. Under the Reagan administration
public spending for aid to children has
been substantially reduced. The remedy is
a radical redirection of our physical and
mental resources from the promotion or
defence of disorder to the provision of con
ditions for creative growth of personalty
in home and school.

2. A culture takes its form and direction
from its philosophical frame of mind In
U.S. culture the dominant philosophical
outlook is that of the atomic individual,
discrete and independent of others, society,
history, and nature, who lives for immediate
gratification and whose relations with
others, often adversarial and at best con
tractual, serve the ends of pleasure and
self-expression. Such individualism, narcis
sism, and "Minimalist ethics have been
assailed by Robert Bellah, Christopher
Lasch, Daniel Callahan, and others. Deep
in our history, individualism is illsuited to
our present circumstances. Philosophical
and educational reform must recover and
nurture the roots of our social tradition, our
sense of community, ecology, and history;
our task is the reconstruction of our institu
tions as stable centres of creative ex
change.
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Danger from Dehumanising Forces

The cynical and brazen philosophy of
self-interest in the 1980s, which has pul
Reaganism in power, has cut back the
teaching of the humanities in higher educa
tion in favour of technical, practical, ap
plied, and vocational sciences. This reduc
tion has seriously impaired the critical
powers of thought and judgement of pro
fessional workers themselves and the gen
eral humanistic quality of the citizens of
our society. The study of philosophy, which
is committed to the critique and reconstruc
tion of general notions and values, has
greatly diminished. The result is that in
creasing numbers of young people relapse
into inert habit, unaware of the osmosis of
mediocrity that overtakes them. The makers
of our values, of gods of our idolatry, are
the commercial principalities and powers
that rule television, film, popular maga
zines, and other media, and the peer play
pen of advertising's clones. Without philos
ophy as method, orientation, and guide for
living, we will be victimised by falsities that
appear as truth, illusions that appear as
realities, and trivialities and evils that ap
pear as important values. Without a phi
losophy of creative exchange, we will be
desolated by the alienation and violence of
individualism and dehumanising forces of
the commodity market.

3. The course of modern history-im
pelled by revolutionary energies, the dy
namics of industry and science, the wars
of nations with one another, the rivalries of
democratic and anti-democratic ideolo
gies, the clash of economic systems, the
contention of philosophical and religious
convictions, and the ominous competition
of monstrous weapons-had led us, as if by
a providential hand (though in fact by
human doing) to an eschatos, a final place
and time in history. Our arrival here con
strains us to ask: What of our mortality, as
persons, as a race? What of death and its
origins? What of our destiny in history?
Resurrection? What of judgement-our sin,
guilt, vice, virtue? What is it that we ought
to have done and have not, that we ought
not to have done and have? What must we
do to be saved?

Our situation is one of being thrown into
a world of neighbours and enemies whom
we have not chosen, of being inextricably
fixed in the grip of these earth-shaking and
momentous interactions. We must deal with
them or be overwhelmed by them. We are
in the grip of contending forces that bid to
destroy us. At the same time we are in the
grip of a creative process at work in history
-'.he ground of our life-giving relations in
community and in nature. This is the pre-
venient ground that already binds the
planetary human society and the ecologi
cal order^ into a unity and points toward a
higher realisation through us. It is the
ground that calls us to an open and free
encounter and cooperation with peoples of

contrary religions, nations, and cultures. It
is the source of our grace and judgement.
We must give ourselves in faith to the
directive of this piocess, to its emeiging
order of a planetary community, if we are
to save ourselves, all our earth's people,
now and in the future, from the fiery pit and
inferno.

Renounce Force for Negotiation

After two international wars in this cen
tury and the threat of a third that would ex
tinguish the race, what is to be done? The
way to the mutual continuance and security
of nations is a policy of peaceful coex
istence between states of different social
systems. That means the renunciation of the
use of force in international disputes in
favour of negotiation, mutual respect for
the equality, integrity, and independence
of other states, and the promotion of good-
neighbourly relations of mutual benefit be
tween states. Peaceful coexistence is a
method of stabilising interstate relations in
a regular, predictable order; and it opens
the way for the interaction between states
and peoples that can be creative and
mutually transforming.

It must begin with and be sustained by
state leaders who enter into communication
with other leaders in the way of reciprocal
appreciative understanding. Both peaceful
coexistence and creative exchange presup
pose that the persons engaged must set
aside their protective idols, personal and
social, and give themselves in faith and
trust to the process of coexistence and
creative exchange. The global revolution
going on before our very eyes teaches us
that it is illusory and foolish to believe that
we as individuals and nations can survive
and prosper alone; that political conflicts
between nations have military solutions;
that national security and survival lie in the
escalation of nuclear weapons, military
"superiority", and nuclear "deterrence";
that a first-strike policy can be successful
and that the striking nation can survive and
"prevail"; that the socio-economic systems
that we do not approve of must be brought
down by unilateral armed intervention; and
that some national systems have no right to
exist and no legitimate claim to enter into
normal international intercourse in trade,
culture, science and education.

These are not idle examples. They are
positions held by American administrators
for the greater part of the past forty years
including the present one.

Although he went to Geneva to talk with
General Secretary Gorbachev, President
Reagan for most of his adult life has per
ceived the Soviet Union as "the focus of
evil" and for five years as president refused
all meetings with his counterpart in the
U.S.S.R. But exchange between political
leaders of nuclear powers, even if minimally
creative, is essential to turn us away from

the omnicidal path down which we have
been travelling It calls for good will and
trust, for openness and unprotectedness, for
respect and responsible attentiveness to
the other, for honesty in expression. It
demands a self-giving to and reverence for
the reality that stands over against one, on
which we all depend for our lives and our
salvation—the reality of the great complex
of social, historical, and ecological activity
that sustains us and the creative process
that transforms us and makes us better per
sons and a better human society. Secretary
Gorbachev has put the matter concisely:
"The course of history, of social progress,
requires ever more insistently that there
should be constructive and creative inter
action between states and peoples on the
scale of the entire world."7

Creative Exchange among State Leaders and
Peoples

Creative exchange must banish nuclear
exchange. In the prenuclear age wo had
various alternatives for dealing with con
flicts between nations—fight, submission,
and flight-and no matter what we did some
people would for certain survive. But nu
clear weaponry has closed out all such alter
natives for survival save one: creative ex
change between state leaders and between
peoples.

Embryonic in our present global situation
is a new order of creativity in the history
of life on our planet. The morphology of
this emerging order is already evident, and
our calling is to understand and advance its
emergence. Its delicate formation is fraught
with the danger of doomsday and the end
ing of human life; and we are entrusted
with a precious commission, to save the
sacred gift of life and to open the way to a
higher order of creativity on earth, a
global community ruled by creative inter
change.

The world that we live in today is one of
accelerating disorder and destruction. Our
responsibility in it is to find a way of deal
ing with that disorder in a constructive,
creative way. We require children, young
people, and decision-makers who have
learned the art and science of creative
interchange, who practice the non-violent
method of dealing with personal and na
tional differences, and who give themselves
in faith to the process of creative inter
change that delivers us from evil and death
and into life and fulfillment.

The moral good we do and the saving,
redemptive acts of creativity are distinct
but interdependent. Grace is pievenient
and comes unbidden, but we must open the
door and let it bring its gifts. I have stressed
here the social changes imperative for us if
we are to survive and deal constructively
with other peoples. Justice must be done
lest the heavens fall. Justice is a harmonis
ing of diverse interests, persons, and groups, 
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as the Greeks understood. In this sense
creative interchange is a form of dynamic
justice, each side offering and receiving
equal respect in a relation of mutual good.

But the enactment of such justice is in
corrigibly limited by our arrested sensitivity
and our inherent self-interest. Tender love
and outgoing forgiveness, which call for not
setting ourselves against those v/ho wrong
us, are prisoner to the stern warden of the
righteous ego. But I hold that such love is
not needed for us to survive. Only a decent
respect for the foreigners, the communists,
and the poor is required for us to prevent
nuclear holocaust and economic catastro
phe. If we can negotiate our differences at
this level, we will have a chance for re
demptive love to do its work. Then, if we
provide the conditions, we might be trans
formed into new creatures and be enabled
to love our enemies and to participate in a
power not our own that overcomes evil with
good.
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For what sociall goals...?
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LORENZ KNORR

This article is based on the booklet written by Lorenz Knorr entitled, "What shall it profit
the U.S.A.-Global Strategy of the U.S.A.-Violence as an instrument of politics", published
in German and English in the F.R.G. in 1985.

The article contains extracts from the section in the booklet entitled, "U.S. quest for
hegemony-for what social goals?"

AFTER World War II, whenever the U.S.A.
threatened to use or really used military
force, covert or in the open, alone or with
allies, in Africa, Latin America, Asia or Eu
rope, it always wanted to stop or turn back
the wheel of history. It has tried recklessly
to impose on other peoples the "American
way of life” and to push through the mi
nority interests of U.S. leaders against so
cial justice and independence of the peo
ples.

The defence of United States "national
security" is the dictum which has been pro
claimed and practised as Number One
priority of U.S. foreign policy. "National
security" has been sloganized throughout
the post-war period to veil a diversity of
worldwide U.S. activities. It has not only
been used to buttress defence measures,
which are needed by all countries under the
given conditions, but also to justify many
U.S. aggressive adventures, the intensifica
tion of the arms race, and direct interfer
ence in the internal affairs of other coun
tries. The same slogan continues to be used
as an umbrella for interventionism and
military violence to obtain and accomplish
objectives of U.S. foreign policy. It was
exactly this "militarized" attitude which pro
duced U.S. interventions in Lebanon, Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, and Vietnam, as
well as in many other incidents of larger
and smaller dimensions.

The hegemonist nature of the United
States' foreign policy is reflected in the
view that the whole world is nothing but a
field on which U.S. national security is to be
"defended", which justifies any kind of inter
vention in any area close to or far from
U.S. territory. This is not even concealed by
U.S. leaders. Harold Brown, Defence Sec
retary under Carter, once made tin- follow-
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ing statement giving the reason for Amer
ica's drive to attain worldwide hegemony
"Since our country has the status ol a super
power, our demands on defence are of a
global nature."

Military expansionism, unleashing ol loco
wars and conflicts, direct armed interven
tions, and coups d'etats are the forms by
which the U.S.A, realizes its alleged wodd-
wide "historic responsibility" in pract co,
still believing in military power as the lino!
and decisive factor in international offa :
The decision, if force should be applied or
simply "the flag displayed", no matter hov
unmoral both ways of intervening are, usu
ally does not depend on specific regional
developments but rather on a geo-pol tical
assessment of the given conditions for th-.-
consolidation or expansion of the "Amt - can
way of life".

For example, the conflict between Pak
stan and India in 1971 did not directly af
fect U.S. interests in any way. Yet, the posi
tion of the United States was shaped by
geo-political thinking and by Nixon's per
sonal aversion to India and its leaders. So,
Washington sided with a genocidal regime.

The military nature of U.S. hegemonism
is highly variable and has many facets, such
as the efforts to stop up the number of nu
clear missiles, strengthen the dense network
of military bases on foreign territories, and
increase the U.S. military personnel abroad,
augment the widespread deployment of air
craft and naval units, and widen "covert"
intelligence operations.

Entrenching of Neo-Colonialism

Hegemonism in U.S. policies reflects the
United States' inclination to curtail other
nations’ right to free determination of their
own political system and their economic,
social and cultural development, without
being exposed to Interference, intimidation,
and pressures from abroad. U.S. hegemon
ism is based on neo-colonialism and acts 
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against states in the process of liberation
and their growing desire for politico-eco
nomic sovereignty. Ils "gunboat diplomacy",
sabre-rattling, unscrupulous interference tn
other nations' internal affairs, and disre
spect for valid international law result from
this policy of hegemonism.

The real extent of the danger resulting
from hegemonism depends, naturally, on
the military and economic capabilities and
the general potential of the power which
claims global leadership. U.S. hegemonism,
therefore, is very dangerous, since it en
dangers not only the independence of
"similar" countries but pushes the world
towards nuclear holocaust. This is convinc
ingly proved by the historical record
of thirty years, 1945 to 1975, a period during
which the U.S.A, threatened to use nuclear
weapons 15 times as part of its policies of
military blackmail.

The reckless expansion of U.S. transna
tionals, especially the arms corporations,
the Pentagon, and their co-operation with
their partners in the administration had
always collided with UN obligations.

Various tactics and strategies, such as
"deterrence of a potential aggressor", doc
trines of "protracted conflict" to "destroy
an opponent within a specified period of
time by means of limited operations, decep
tion tactics, psychological manipulation and
different forms of violence" have been used
to divert attention from the nature of hege
monism and to blur the genuine difference
between war and peace, in order to in
crease the extent of militarization of the
U.S. society and to propel people into a
state of permanent war hysteria. All this has
always offended against the Bill of Rights
and the UN Charter.

As J. K. Galbraith stated in "The Taming
of Generals": "Military power has twisted
around the provisions of our own Constitu
tion by having removed powers from Con
gress and the public and passed them on
to the Pentagon."

Reagan Administration's Policy of Force

Is the present U.S. global strategy, pri
marily based on military capability, in agree
ment with the interests of the international
community raising its sights to a humane
future and higher quality of life? Or is that
global strategy in contradiction to those
aspirations? Does it affect the well-under
stood interests of the Western nations?
Does it take into consideration the fact that
in this nuclear age security and peace can
no longer be achieved at the expense of the
socialist states but only together with them?
Does it take into account the growing trends
in the developing countries for the consoli
dation of their political and economic inde
pendence, and for social progress, which
are adversely affected by the U.S. strat
egy?

The preservation and safeguarding of 

global peace has become the international
key problem, as may be seen from the reac
tions of millions of people and from the
dramatic growth of the peace movements.
Apart from the survival issue, contradictions
between possible solutions for mounting
world problems, on the one hand, and the
squandering of valuable human and ma
terial resources for instruments of destruc
tion, on the other, are aggravating. These
contradictions have become unbearable to
developing as well as to industrialised coun
tries. While many urgent world problems
and also internal difficulties can be resolved
today as a result of the techno-scientific
revolution, real solutions are still prevented
by hostile policies of confrontation and am
bitions for military superiority. Today, misery
is greater than a few years ago in both
developing and industrialised countries.

Preventing Nuclear Annihilation

Only international relations based on
inter-system co-operation for the general
and mutual benefit of all can prevent the
nuclear holocaust. This is the only possible
road to overcome starvation, epidemics,
illiteracy, social cut-backs, and "exhaustion"
of society. The solution to the key problem
of nuclear apocalypse depends on the

"The slogan of
U.S. ‘national security'
has not only been used
to buttress
defence measures,
which are needed
by all countries,
but also to justify
many U.S. aggressive
adventures,
the intensification
of the arms race,
and direct interference
in internal affairs
of other countries.”

choice humanity makes. It is either a policy
of violence, illegal interference, right of the
strong, inequality, blood-draining arms es
calation, and hostile confrontationorequal-
ity, peaceful settlement of disputes, non
discrimination, mutually advantageous co
operation, and disarmament in the spirit of
valid international law and in keeping with
the obligations of all nations within the UN
system.

These issues are by no means restricted
to the U.S.A., U.S.S.R., NATO or Warsaw
Treaty Organisation. They are issues of cru
cial relevance to mankind.

There is a new dimension to the war or
peace issue. It is the aggravation of social
problems at world level which is likely to 

add momentum to a historic process, one
with favourable implications. This is a true
reflection of the contradictory nature of in
ternational conditions in our time. In the
past, the development of world politics used
to be achieved by the rivalry of powers,
rigorous competition of capital on the world
market, brutal fighting for more spoils, and
striving after hegemony or world domina
tion, all this taking place on the back of
the peoples who were downgraded to mere
objects. That traditional law of world pol
itics even today manifests itself in our days
of the nuclear age and of profoundly chang
ing international balances, thanks to the
policies of the Reagan administration.

However, quite a different and profound
contradiction has come to the fore as a
prime propulsive power in world politics,
caused by the development of the produc
tive forces, the risk of nuclear annihilation,
the aggravation of misery in society, and
the growth of social awareness amongst
millions of people. There are also the inter
ests of nations in peace, disarmament,
and justice, reinforced by governmental
majorities in the UN system, as opposed to
the interests of privileged minorities in ex
pansion, arms build-up, and war.

These irreconcilable but nevertheless
articulated and manifested interests are
clashing with one another with a vigour
possible only in times of historic change.
The peoples’ political influence on govern
mental foreign policy and on the nature of
international relations is increasing unpre
cedentedly in a decisive phase of world his
tory. The privilege of wealthy and ruling
minorities to determine military and foreign
policies is being strongly challenged by the
growing peace movements and other social
forces. These forces are demanding their
right to make a contribution in formulating
their foreign policy, arms planning, and
disarmament measures, because their own
destiny, their own future, is at stake.

The demarcation line is not between the
antagonistic military blocs or between "the
superpowers", on the one hand, and all
others, on the other. It runs across several
nations, including the U.S.A. In it all, there
is a binding element which affects all peo
ples, who are interested in the continued
existence of our planet and in social prog
ress, who want a halt to the arms race, the
banning of nuclear tests, the renunciation
and dismantling of nuclear weapons, de
struction of chemical weapons, limitation of
conventional arms and armed forces
general disarmament.

It is five minutes to twelve! Not much
time is left to mankind to avert an imminent
nuclear inferno, and to start building a
better world. Everyone’s commitment is re
quired, if peace is to be secured and world
wide social justice put into practice. Inter
national and social security are no gifts of
heaven. They call for great efforts by all who
seek better living conditions in lasting and
just peace.
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MEDIA

Combatting Apartheid Regime’s
Misinformation

[hwfopmw®
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FREDDIE DLAMINI

This article was written before the imposition of the countrywide state of emergency in
South Africa by the apartheid regime in June 1986. The drastic emergency powers made
it impossible for the press to report first-hand what happened in South Africa, especially
the repression let loose by the Pretoria authorities against the oppressed people struggling
to eliminate the criminal system of apartheid.

THE aim of this article is to look at the
information order in apartheid South Africa
(S.A.) and the political, economic and so
cial relations that it reflects between the
oppressive rulers of the country and the op
pressed masses. We will also look at another
process that is unfolding in the struggle
against apartheid—the birth, spread and
development of the ANC (African National
Congress of South Africa) underground in
formation and propaganda system and the
"legal" democratic press. The latter must
be seen as part of the national liberation
struggle, as well as the beginning of the
process that must lead to the democratisa-
tion of the information order in a new South
Africa.

The information order in any country can
not be viewed in isolation of the predomi
nant political and economic relations in
that country and the external political and
economic forces that influence those rela
tions. The information system in S.A. has to
be seen in the light of the apartheid colo
nial system and the imperialist forces that
are allied to it against the people's freedom
and independence, for the super-exploita
tion of the oppressed black masses.

On the colonisation of information, the
racist South African system emerges as one
of a specialised type. It is special to South
Africa as is the whole concept of colonial
ism in South Africa.

Through the repressive state machinery
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and super-exploitation of the black work
ing people, for the benefit of the white
minority, the apartheid regime maintains a
colonial relationship with the black major
ity. Although the country is regarded as
technically independent, this implies only
for the whites. When the British colonialists
formally handed over power to the Afrikaner
nationalists, the black people were explicitly
ignored and excluded. The situation has
remained the same to date. The bantustan
system and the tri-cameral parliamentary
system that the oppressor regime has tried
to substitute for the people's demand for
genuine freedom and democracy, have been
overwhelmingly rejected by the oppressed
and democratic majority.

Apartheid Media’s Role as Policeman

The apartheid colonial relations permeate
all spheres of life in racist South Africa. To
this end, the mass media which is mainly
controlled by monopoly capital and the
apartheid regime itself, plays a great role.
Its aims are to inculcate a distorted view of
our history, our present and our future. The
overriding aim is to project white superior
ity in all spheres of life. Everything is shown
in a way that reflects existing relations be
tween the oppressor and the oppressed. The
mass media even acts directly as a police
man of the regime through the rigid control
of what appears in the newspapers and the
self-censorship that is practised by and ex
pected of members of the pro-regime South
African Journalists' Union, which brings
together most of the journalists in South
Africa.

The media that is at the service of mon
opoly capital and the racist whites who
benefit from apartheid is dominated by one
fact. Almost all the major papers belong
to small groups of monopoly capitalists such
as Argus, SAAN, Perskor, Nasionale Pers.
The radio and television networks are 99 per
cent directly in the hands of the Pretoria
rulers and continually churn out its racist
propaganda and advertisments for the
further subjugation and exploitation of the
black masses.

New Trend in White Press

Within this establishment media, there
has appeared a second trend that is not
wholly supportive of the rigid apartheid
system. This media has not gone out to sup
port the people's struggles, but has begun
to criticise the Botha regime and expose the
bankruptcy of its policies. Some of its repre
sentatives are from the defunct "Rand Daily
Mail", which was replaced by the conserva
tive “Business Day" and the "Weekly Mai1",
and a few other English dailies.

An example of this new trend can be seen
in the daring act of Tony Heard, Editor of
the "Cape Times”, who defied the regime’s
restrictive press laws by publishing an in
terview with the President of the ANC. Oli
ver Tambo. The Editor’s argument was that
for a long time, the people, especially the
white community, had only heard Botha’s
voice and it was now high time that the
voice of the black community should bo
known.

There is scope for the growth of this sec
tion of the mass media. But until it com
pletely understands the situation and deter
mines to use its journalistic skills to destroy
the apartheid regime, it will not cease to
be a tool in the hands of the Botha regime
and its imperialist allies.

The appearance of this new trend-also
seen in the work of scores of journalists who
cross the borders of South Africa to speak
to ANC leaders-is a reflect on of the grow
ing popular struggle and the political and
economic crisis gripping the South African
racist regime. Many white journalists, who
once laboured under the protective cover
of their white colonial status, now find the
future holding no prospects for them. At the
same time, however, they fear a revolution
ary seizure of power by the ANC. They thus
use their pens, voices and cameras to show
the necessity for "talks" before it is too late,
before the people become "radical".

Western Media and Apartheid

The uprisings of the popular masses in
the past few years have not only affected
the local white journalists and those blacks
writing for the establishment media, but
also the foreign correspondents based in
S.A. Imperialist television networks were
forced to recognise that one of the greatest 
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stories of the last quarter of this century
was in the making. None of Botha's repres
sive measures seemed to be able to stem
the revolutionary tide that is sweeping the
country, especially since August, 1984.

Scenes of police brutality were captured
on their television cameras. The people were
shown fighting back with relentless deter
mination. These were the scenes shown
overseas, while in South Africa itself the
television cameras picked only on blacks
killing police spies or burning hated sym
bols of apartheid such as administrative
buildings and schools which impart inferior
education, etc. They wanted to show the
blacks as irresponsible.

There were thus differences of approach.
Botha's approach reflected his intransigence
and reliance on half-truths, both for the
black and white communities. He wanted
to give the impression that nothing un
toward was happening. On the other hand,
the representatives of the imperialist me
dia saw the writing on the wall and want
ed to influence the situation in their favour.

Botha was also worried by another factor.
His media's distorted influence on the
southern African region was being eroded
as different versions of what is happening
in South Africa were seen. Radio South
Africa's views were being disputed by eye
witness accounts of journalists of other
radio stations. There was fear in Pretoria
that what was being seen and heard out
side the country, especially in our region,
would speed up the liberation struggle.
Already, limited sanctions were being im
posed; banks were refusing to grant new
loans; influential voices were calling for an
immediate change; but much more, the
people of our region were behind our libera
tion struggle more than ever before.

fellow black traitors promising so-called re
forms in S.A.

What again becomes clear here is that
for the majority of the South African people
the media represents the voice of the op
pressor, the voice of their coloniser. Their
national aspirations are underplayed while
their cultural traditions are scorned or cu-
ropeanised. The radio stations that broad
cast in African languages are mouthpieces
of the bantustan puppet administrations. Of
the white-owned newspapers, only two bi
weeklies are published in African lan
guages. Even these do nothing more than
promoting the culture and outlook of the
apartheid rulers and the so-called free en
terprise system.

For us who are fighting for national lib
eration, in Southern Africa, the broad
struggle for the establishment of the New
Information and Communication Order is
an inalienable part of the national libera
tion struggle in our region. It is inconceiva
ble that our struggle can be enhanced 01
that our national media can really be free
and independent if we-do not form part
of the forces that arc fighting for the new
order in the ideological, political and eco
nomic struggle against the all-embracing
information imperialism.

As the participants in the first meeting
of journalists from the Frontline States ob
served, "the information about southern
Africa as a whole, including South Africa
and Namibia, emanating from the Western
media is far greater than that distributed
regionally or internationally by the media
of the independent countries of the region.
This unbalance poses serious problems for
our media and leads to gross distortion of
our realities.’’ (Journalists of the Frontline
States, Mozambique, 29-31 August 1985.)

Apartheid Regime Imposes Censorship

The regime cracked down on the media.
Television cameras were banned from unrest
aieas. As this was after the official state
of emergency was declared on 22 July 1985,
it became even more difficult for journalists
to go to the areas affected by the state of
emergency.

What is clear here is that the mass media
in South Africa is not only owned by the
monopoly capitalists, who are served by
the apaitheid system, but it is also protect
ed by the draconian laws which sustain the
apartheid system. A threat to the apartheid
system is a threat to the owners of the
mass media which serves and protects the
apartheid system.

When foreign TV journalists were banned
from taking pictures of the popular revolt,
they made a token protest but soon re
treated into their traditionally pro-apart
heid way of reporting. Many of them com
mented that without pictures there was no
way to interest their audiences in the South
African people's struggle. They conveniently
turned to taking pictures of Botha and his 

Emergence of Underground Press

The ANC and SWAPO form part of the
regional forces—the African independent
countries—that seek to break this informa
tion hold of the racist South African media
and its imperialist allies.

At the beginning of this article, we re
ferred to the birth in struggle of the ANC
underground press and the "legal" demo
cratic press.

The newspapers and radio programmes
emanating from the underground liberation
movement, as well as the democratic com
munity press which exists "legally", form a
part of a proud tradition of resistance news
papers dedicated to the democratisation of
information and its use for the benefit of
all the people of South Africa.

In the 1950s and 1960s, the voice of the
oppressed masses was represented by such
democratic and revolutionary papers as the
"Guardian", "Advance", "New Age",
"Fighting Talk" and "The Torch". These were
banned and their journalists were also
banned from working for any other publica

tion. But this did not serve its desired end.
The people’s press continued to flourish in
other ways.

When the ANC was forced underground
as a result of the beginning of extreme re
pression by the racist regime in the early
1960s, the clandestine press also began to
replace the proscribed press. An illegal
radio station came on the air to announce
the beginning of a new era of struggle-the
era of armed struggle.

Today, after decades of forced silence,
the people's press is again on its feet. It
has emerged as a result of popular strug
gles where the people are forcing their own
popular legality on the fascist legality of
the regime. These new papers are com
munity-based and articulate the demands
of the community which are part and parcel
of the national liberation struggle. The reg
ime bans, closes and harasses them, but
they continue to spread.

Curbing Hold of Monopoly Press

In the democratic press movement, a be
ginning has been made in the organisation
of newspaper festivals. The annual general
meetings of the editorial boards of these
newspapers are attended by members of the
community and they express their views on
the state of their community newspapers
and their future. The letters to the editors
of these newspapers comprise a lively, com
radely exchange of views on the national
liberation struggle. The future is being de
bated and shaped here.

The hold of the monopoly capitalist mass
media is still strong but it is gradually being
eroded. In the structure of the old mass
media relations a new information era is
in an embryonic stage. It is a consequent
result of the national democratic struggle
that is being bitterly waged in the streets
of the black townships of South Africa, but
which is beginning to affect the racist reg
ime’s "safe" rear-the exclusively white
areas.

The struggle against information colo
nialism is directly linked with the struggle
to destroy the colonial relations that still
exist in our country. The genuine liberation
of our people will mean the right of the
entire people of South Africa, black and
white, to participate in their common inter
est in the important area of information
policy.

Our national policies, our cultural tradi
tions and international outlook will have to
find expression in our media in a way best to
serve our interests and the world-wide strug
gle against imperialist domination in all
fields. Therefore, our national liberation
struggle, which includes the struggle for the
independence and democratisation of our
mass media, necessitates our untiring par
ticipation in the broad struggle for a New
International Information and Communica
tion Order.
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SPOTLIGHT ON AFRICA

U.S. State Terrorism
OK) /^GDg|©fej

DOMINGOS COELHO DA CRUZ

CONTRARY to what it may seem, the An
golan situation is of prime importance for
the solution of the problems of southern
Africa. It is with this in mind that the Reagan
administration has decided to destabilise
the government of the People’s Republic of
Angola with the aim of descrediting it before
the world.

It is for this reason that Angola, despite
the undeclared war unleashed against it
by the racist regime of South Africa, which
is assisted by armed bands who unscrupu
lously wreak death and destruction, will not
let up in its firm determination to be the
master of its destiny as an independent and
sovereign state. It will always maintain the
policy of peace based on the principle of
solving differences between nations through
negotiations.

In spite of the good will demonstrated
by Angola, the U.S. administration through
absurd subterfuges, like the so-called pol
icy of "constructive engagement", the pol
icy of "linkage" and other sinister moves,
is increasing its attacks against a sovereign
and independent state.

It is necessary to point out that it is not
easy to negotiate with the representatives
of the present U.S. rulers in the White
House. It can never be known definitely to
what extent they are serious, politically,
about the talks they hold; or are they just
advancing skilful arguments to gain time,
while preparing to realise their hidden ob
jectives.

This analysis may be interpreted as face
tious or ill-intentioned. But I am sure that
any careful observer will be able to sub
stantiate it quite easily.

U.S. State Terrorism

Here are some concrete facts to prove
this. There was a time when the possibility
of starting negotiations was seriously con
sidered, on the basis of various initiatives,
which could contribute to an improvement
of the situation in southern Africa. Angola
agreed to send representatives to sit at the
negotiating table with the representatives
of South Africa and even the United States.
More than one tripartite meeting was held
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between the representatives of Angola,
South Africa and the United States. The
emissary from the United States was re
ceived in Angola by its most prominent na
tional figures, including the President of
the Republic himself, Mr. Jose Eduardo Dos
Santos. '

Just at the moment when it was possible
to foresee an improvement in the relations
of both countries and a peaceful solution
was in the offing, the news broke that the
leader of the UNITA terrorist group "Sa-
vimbi will be received in Washington by
the government of the United States".

How was this to be understood? To what
extent could one trust the honesty of a state
like the U.S.A, which has a responsibility

South African Army's Special Forces Cap
tain Wynand Johannes Petrus du Toit, after
his capture by Angola's security forces in
Malongo, in Cabinda province, at a press
conference in Luanda in May 1985, where
he gave details of the abortive commando
mission he led to sabotage and destroy
Angola's oil installations in Cabinda, 2,000
kilometres away from the border of Nami
bia, illegally occupied by the troops of the
apartheid regime.

The Malongo oil complex produces
170,000 barrels of crude oil per day, under
an agreement with the U.S. Cabinda Gulf
Oil Company which has a 49 per cent share
in it.

to the world? Incredible as it may seem.
Savimbi was received in Washington by the
President, Ronald Reagan, the Vice Pres
ident, George Bush, the Secretary of State,
George Shultz, the Secretary of Defence,
Caspar Weinberger. Savimbi received prom
ises of aid to the tune of 20 million dol
lars, of which 15 million dollars were given.
Besides, he also received the promise of
getting Stinger missiles.

By giving this material assistance to the
UNITA terrorist group, the Reagan Admi
nistration has committed a concrete act of
state terrorism which will bring in its wak •
incalculable consequences. This hostile at
titude to the People's Republic of Angola
and against the Angolan people, places in
terrorist hands means which surely will not
be used against military targets but against
civilian aeroplanes.

This was proven in 1982, when UNITA
claimed responsibility for the destruction of
a Boeing 737 belonging to ANGOLA-TAAG
Airlines, which was on a regular flight from
Guambo. A TRANSAMERICAN cargo plane
was also destroyed in 1985, killing the
American pilot.

With this new attitude of the United
States, the already difficult situation on the
southern Angolan border becomes even
more acute. Presently, a part of Angola's
Cunene province is occupied by South Af
rica and more than 20,000 South African
soldiers are stationed on our border with
Namibia, which is illegally occupied. These
troops are equipped with tanks, planes,
helicopters, cannons and various other so
phisticated artillery devices. It is obvious
that they are ready to invade us again at
any time.

South Africa is systematically using the
international corridors of the Angolan air
space to supply military equipment and
food to the puppet bands at its service. The
measures taken by the Angolan Air Force
against these intrusions have resulted in the
downing of one of the South African Air
Force planes.

It would seem that the Reagan ad
ministration, apart from providing unlimit
ed assistance to South Africa and the
UNITA bandits, is also putting pressure on
the racist regime to delay the indepen
dence of Namibia, in order to gain political
ground it has been losing daily in its own
country and above all to further deepen the
privations of the Angolan people.

With regard to the topical issue-terror
ism—which cannot be used as a pretext for
carrying out air raids on Libya, I wonder
which terrorism is worse? An isolated case
of terrorism or one which is practised in an
organised way by the U.S. government, in
other words, state terrorism.

In any case, it is clear that one has to
condemn any kind of terrorism.

The people of Angola need international
solidaiity to meet the menace of U.S. state
terrorism against the People's Republic
of Angola.
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EVENTS IN MIDDLE EAST

U.S.-lsraeli Plans
for False Autonomy
in West Bank
and Gaza Strip
TAWFIQTOUBl

REGIONAL conflicts are basically part of
the global strategy of U.S. imperialism
destabilising anti-imperialist regimes, try
ing to enforce American hegemony, and
fomenting international tension.

This is how we also view the perpetuating
of the Middle East conflict accompanied
with U.S. efforts to enforce a settlement
designed to ensure American hegemony
and in favour of Israeli Zionist expansion
ism and contradictory to the just national
rights of the Palestinian Arab people.

The barbaric U.S. aggression against in
dependent and anti-imperialist Libya, un
der the demagogic pretext of fighting ter
rorism, while the Reagan administration is
practising state terrorism against many
states and peoples and encouraging and
supporting state terrorism of Israel against
the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples, is
mamly intended to weaken and break the
opposition and resistance of patriotic and
anti-imperialist Arab states to U.S. and
Israeli efforts to enforce a Camp David-
style settlement on the Palestinian question
through the co-operation of pro-imperialist
Arab reactionary circles.

That is why Israeli ruling circles so
enthusiastically supported American ag
gression against Libya to the extent that
Prime Minister Shimon Peres during his visit
to Paris in April 1986 called for new efforts
to liquidate the leader of the Libyan people
Muammar Qaddafi. What is terrorism if it
is not such a behaviour?

False Autonomy Plans

In the name of the peace forces in Israel,
we strongly condemn the pirate-like terror
ist U.S. aggression against Libya and the
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adventurist support given by the Israeli
government acting as a stooge to American
imperialism and endangering the real in
terests and future of the Israeli people, and
threatening the Middle East with another
bloody explosion.

Part and parcel of American aggression
against Libya, which apparently has not
ended and the threat of another act of ag
gression hangs over the Libyan people, are
the threats of the Israeli ruling circles ad
dressed towards Syria. The public opinion
in Israel is facing a brain-washing cam
paign preparing it for war against Syria in
the name of self-defence.

Israeli ruling circles hope that a new war
against Syria will bring to a successful
finish the disastrous lost war of aggression
against Lebanon and direct a final mortal
blow to the PLO and enforce a capitulatory
and liquidatory settlement upon the Pales
tinian people perpetuating Israeli occupa
tion of Arab territories through a new deal
of betrayal with the Jordanian and Egyp
tian governments.

While stepping up oppressive measures
against the Palestinian people in the oc
cupied territories, and spreading with the
help of collaborators desperation and con
fusion as a result of the difficult internal
situation within the PLO, accentuated after
the Jordanian-PLO Amman agreement and
the illusions raised about America's so-
called good intentions and good-offices,
the Israeli ruling circles with U.S. inspira
tion are advancing the ideas of a false
autonomy in Gaza Strip jointly administer
ed by Israel and Egypt, and in the West
Bank jointly administered by Israel and
Jordan. The call made at the Thiya Party
Congress (a party of ultra-rightists in Israel)
in April 1986 to expel half a million Pales
tinian Arabs from the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, because they are refugees, is sym
bolic of the solution put forward by Israeli
military circles.

Thus, while the U.S.-supported schemes 

designed to perpetuate Israeli occupation
and liquidate Palestinian people's national
aspirations are propagated, and threats of
a new aggression against Syria are made,
a new agreement between Israel and
U.S.A, was signed at the beginning of May
1986 during the visit of Defence Minister
Yitzhak Rabin to Washington, confirming
the participation of Israel in the U.S. ad
venturist Star Wars programme, further
deepening Israel’s bondage to U.S. im
perialism and participation in the global
and regional United States strategic plans
endangering world peace and regional
security and the very security of the people

of Israel.
In the face of the serious dangers to

peace and security in our region, we raise
a strong voice of warning in face of a new
adventurous war of aggression against

Syria.
Military force and dependence upon the

U.S.A, have brought Israel and its neigh
bours no peace and no security but only
disasters and catastrophes, and the war
against Lebanon in 1982 is a painful lesson.
We warn that a war of aggression against
Syria will meet the same and even greater
failure than the war against Lebanon.

UN-Sponsored International Conference

on Middle East

No separate deals under American pa-
tronage destroying the just rights of the
Palestinian people can bring any peace
and security to the area—this is the severe
lesson of Camp David. The only way to a
real just and overall peace is peace with
the Palestinian people represented by the
PLO through withdrawal from all Arab ter
ritories occupied in 1967 and the formation
of an independent Palestinian state in
West Bank and Gaza Strip, peace which
can be achieved only through the interna
tional conference for peace in the Middle
East under United Nations patronage, with
the participation of all parties concerned-
including Israel, the Palestinian side rep
resented by the PLO, as well as U.S.S.R.
and U.S.A.

More people in Israel now realise that
only through a better international climate
and greater international co-operation be
tween the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A, will our
region move closer to a just and lasting
peace. In this respect the untiring peace
initiatives of the U.S.S.R. for ending nuclear
tests, for stopping the nuclear arms race
draw greater support and appreciation and
have become a source of inspiration for
the moss struggle for peace and security in
our region as well.

We the forces of peace in Israel will con
tinue in our difficult fight to end the oc
cupation by Israel of Arab territories, and
build a just and stable peace which can
only be an Israeli-Palestinian peace. In this
task the Israeli peace forces look forward
to support of world public opinion.
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DeWesfiimomaiiiMi Policies
@i Israeli ©caipafa Forces

The article is based on the United Nations brochure entitled “Living Conditions of the
Palestinian People in the Occupied Territories”.

The brochure was published in 1985 on the occasion of the fortieth session of the United
Nations. It was prepared for, and under the guidance of the UN Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

Extracts from the brochure are published are.

THE Arab-Israeli war of June 1967 dra
matically shook the existing status quo in
the Middle East. It resulted in Israel oc
cupying the remainder of mandated Pales
tine including East Jerusalem, as well as
Egyptian and Syrian territory.

Israel’s de facto annexation of the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip has had a tremen
dously negative impact on the political and
socio-economic life of the Palestinian pop
ulation. It has resulted in the overall stag
nation of the Palestinian economy, dis
mantling of the Palestinian communities,
violations of the fundamental human rights
and exploitation and depletion of natural
resources in the occupied Palestinian and
other Arab territories. This also gave im
petus to the second Palestinian exodus.
Half a million Palestinians became the
"new refugees", forcibly driven out of their
homes and indigenous communities. Im
mediately after the 1967 war Jewish settle
ments began to "mushroom" in the oc
cupied territories of the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip.

Ever since, the question of the inalien
able rights of the Palestinian people and
living conditions of the Palestinians in the
occupied territories have been a matter of
concern of numerous organizations and
bodies of the United Nations family. More
over, the well-being of the Palestinian
people has been continuously scrutinized
by the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied
Territories, composed of three Member
States and established in December 1968 in
accordance with General Assembly resolu
tion 2443 (XXIII).

On 10 December 1969, the General As
sembly, in its resolution 2535 (XXIV), re
cognized the political dimension of the issue,
declaring that "the problem of the Pales
tine Arab refugees has arisen from the
denial of their inalienable rights under the
Charter of the United Nations and the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights". From
1970 to 1972 and again in 1974 General As
sembly resolutions declared that full re
spect for these rights of the Palestinians "is
an indispensable element in the establish
ment of a just and lasting peace in the

Middle East" (resolutions 2672 (XXV) of
8 December 1970; 2949 (XXVII) of 8 De
cember 1972 and 3236 (XXIX) of 22 No
vember 1974).

On 10 November 1975, the General As
sembly, concerned with the violations of the
fundamental rights of the Palestinians in
the occupied territories adopted resolution
3376 (XXX) which, inter alia, stated the fol
lowing :

"Deeply concerned that no solution to
the problem of Palestine has yet been
achieved,

"Recognizing that the problem of Pales
tine continues to endanger international
peace and security,

"3. Decides to establish a Committee on
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People composed of twenty
Member States to be appointed by the
General Assembly at the current session."

The recommendations of the Committee
on the Palestinian people's rights to self-
determination and return to their homes
have been clearly formulated and widely
publicized.

Land and Water Resources

Land and water resources continue to be
of utmost concern to the Palestinian pop
ulation and are major factors in the evalua
tion of the living conditions of the Pales
tinian people.

The total land area of the occupied ter
ritories is approximately 2,350 square miles
of which 2,200 square miles are in the West
Bank and 150 square miles in the Gaza
Strip.

According to Jordanian information, the
amount of land under Israeli control as of
February 1985 has risen to 52 per cent of
the total land; 41 per cent of it, an area of
2.5 million dunams (1 dunam = 1,000 nr =
about 0.25 acre) out of a total of 5.5 mil
hon dunams, had been placed under the
control of the Israeli authorities by direct
means, such as declaring it to be State
land, preventing its exploitation, and sei
zure; and the remaining 11 per cent, an
area of 570,000 dunams, was indirectly
controlled by Israel by such means as 

prohibiting construction and cultivation
and declaring the land to be subject to the
Nature Reserves Authority. By November
1983 the total estimated number of dif
ferent types of Israeli settlements in the oc
cupied territories has risen to 267. (This in
formation is based on the data contained
in the study prepared by the Division for
Palestinian Rights entitled “Israeli settle
ments in Gaza and the West Bank (includ
ing Jerusalem). Their nature & purpose,
Part II”.)

The process of expropriation, in associa
tion with other factors, has led to a decline
in the amount of land used for agriculture
and, to some extent, in agricultural output
of certain commodities traditionally pro
duced in the occupied territories.

That expropriation of land is widespread
and is continuing, adversely affecting the
living conditions and viability of the Pales
tinian farming population, is backed by the
information presented to the Special Com
mittee to Investigate Israeli Practices Af
fecting the Human Rights of the Population
of the Occupied Territories and set forth in
its report to the General Assembly at its
thirty-ninth session (A/39/591). The effect
of these measures on the Palestinian
farmers and communities has been a
heightened sense of insecurity and conse
quently their reluctance to make long-term
investments to improve the land.

Map showing Israeli settlements established
in the territories occupied in June 1967.

"United Nations organs, including the
Security Council, have deplored the estab
lishment of Israeli settlements in the oc
cupied territories. The UN map incorporates
information furnished in 1984 by the Special
Committee on Israeli Practices concerning
settlements established, planned or under
construction."
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In addition to the direct expropriation of
land, under existing emergency laws and
Israeli regulations, the authorities have
started inserting a clause in building per
mits to the effect that while the Palestinian
applicant has permission to build a house
on the land, the land on which the house
stands does not belong to him. This ap
pears to apply mainly to urban land, es
pecially when the Israeli authorities main
tain that the land comes under the category
of absentee owner's properly.

The practice of expropriation and con
fiscation of land by Israeli authorities, com
bined with their practices with regard to
the use of water resources, have resulted in
a major decline in the agricultural activi
ties of Palestinians in the occupied territo-
lies. Various sources differ on the estimate
of the total cultivated land appropriated
for Jewish settlements. However, there
seems to be a consensus that, since 1967,
the decline of the amount of land cultivated
by Arab citizens has been very significant.

Since 1970, Israeli authorities have
adopted a new policy based on the old
Turkish Land Code, whereby any vacant
land, such as mountains, rocky places,
stony fields and grazing grounds, under
certain circumstances, can be considered
ard al-mawat (dead land), and anyone
who is in need of such land can, with the
permission of the authorities, cultivate it on
the condition that the ultimate ownership
shall belong to the Sultan, to whom the
Government of Israel considers itself to be
a successor.

Impact of Israeli Occupation on Social Life
of Palestinians

The living conditions of the people in the
occupied territories have been profoundly
affected by various constraints and restric
tions imposed by the Israeli authorities as
regards social life, outlook, aspirations and
cultural environment of the Palestinians.

Policies and practices of the occupying
Power embodied in many military orders,
totalling over 975 since the occupation,
have brought about numerous changes in
the life style of the Palestinian families.

Expropriation of private and public land.
and restrictions in the use of water for agri
cultural needs of the Palestinians, have
resulted in a deep sense of insecurity and
disincentive to pursue the traditional rural
mode of life. Some family members are
therefore forced to seek wage employment
in nearby settlements or in Israel: more
over some Palestinians, in order to feed
their families, have to go for employment as
far as the Gulf States.

Israelis continue to destroy dwellings
under "The Defence (Emergency) Regula
tions" of 1945. The Israeli Government has
adopted the same Defence Regulations
(made by the British colonial power in
Palestine at that time), changing some
terminology in them, while preserving the
substance. Imprisonment and incarceration 

UN PARTITION PLAN-1947

UN ARMISTICE LINES -1<M9

UN Map-UN Partition Plan-1947 and UN Armistice Lines-1949.
"If fully implemented, the Partition Plan would have created an

Arab state and a Jewish state in a divided Palestine, with an in
ternational regime for Jerusalem. By the time the fighting subsided
in July 1948, Israel controlled a significant part of the land allotted
to the Arab state, while Egypt and Jordan administered the remain
ing territory."

UN Map showing territories occupied by Israel since June 1967.
"The territory presently occupied and administered by Israel in

cludes the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and the Syrian Golan Heights.
The West Bank and Gaza are bounded by the armistice lines nego
tiated by the United Nations Acting Mediator in 1949; they were
overrun in 1967."
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without trial is also observed. Israclies re
sort to deportation of Palestinians for polit
ical and other icasons.

According to the 1983 Report of the UN
Secretary-General entitled "Living condi
tions of the Palestinian people in the oc
cupied Palestinian territories":

"Cases of individual harassment have
frequently been reported. Palestinian
farmers have been threatened or molested
while working on their land by settlers who
claimed the land belonged to the settle
ments. Fruit trees on private land have been
uprooted or destroyed. Armed settlers have
tried to take over houses inhabited by
Arabs, have attacked residents and have
sometimes kidnapped them, particularly
students and young people, on the grounds
that they had participated in demonstra
tions."

New Israeli Settlements

The current policy of the Israeli authori
ties is to establish settlements in dense
clusters in proximity to Palestinian com
munities. This results in increasing tension
between the Israeli settlers and Pales
tinians. In the areas of Hebron and Nablus,
where Israeli settlements comprise mem
bers of radical religious groups, such ten
sions and physical confrontations were
reported to be the highest.

The Israeli settlers, in the exercise of their
role as "maintainers of lav/ and order",
being supported by the military administer
ing the territories, exceed their powers and
harass and intimidate Palestinians individ
ually as well as collectively.

"The permission granted to the Israeli
settlers to carry arms and to be involved in
maintaining law and order has had a direct
impact on the normal day-to-day activities
of the Palestinians. According to residents
of the West Bank visiting Amman, who were
interviewed by the consultants, the streets
in Palestinian villages and towns are de
serted after nightfall. People confine them
selves to their homes, fearing to go out lest
they be accosted by either the armed
settlers, the police or army personnel on
patrol, asked to show their identity papers
and questioned at length. The presence of
a group of armed settlers in a market place
or on patrol is sufficient cause for Pales
tinians to become apprehensive of any en
counter, however peaceful it might be.
While the Israeli settlers are free to move
as they please and are able to pursue their
social and cultural interests without any
hindrances, the Palestinians are subjected
to frequent curfews. The need to obtain
permission from the occupying authorities
to hold meetings, which is often denied,
and the close supervision exercised over the
activities of Palestinian institutions and or
ganizations in the occupied territories has
further curtailed the social and cultural ac
tivities of the Palestinian residents.

Restricted in their Own Land

The Palestinians in their own land arc
still restricted in their movements. The fre
quent curfews are periodically imposed on
Arab towns, villages, and refugee camp-.
thus disrupting the day-to-day life and ac
tivities of the population. This hampers the
conduct of commerce and business activi
ties, commuting to work (including work
places in Israel), attendance at schools and
performance of religious duties. The Mili
tary Government of the West Bank issued
numerous orders within a brief period of
time restricting mayors, municipal coun
cillors and other public figures to their
towns of residence or their homes.

Regarding the frequent Israeli violations
of the religious practices and performance
of religious duties by the Palestinians, the
1984 report of the Secretary-General on the
"Living conditions of the Palestinian
people in the occupied Palestinian territo
ries" concluded with the following: "Inter
ference in religious places and with relig
ious performances has increased and en
larged in scope in recent years. The nu
merous incidents involving the Al Aqsa
Mosque in Jerusalem have been v/idely
publicized, the latest being on 27 January
1984, when a cache of handgrenades and
explosives were discovered in the Islamic
cemetery abutting the Mosque and the
guards at the Mosque had also discovered
ladders and ropes dangling over the wall.
Another holy place that has been the scene
of frequent confrontation between Pales
tinian Muslims and Israeli Jews is the
Patriarch’s Cave at Hebron. Jev/s have been
allowed access to the Cave to hold prayer
meetings at which times the Arab Muslims
must keep away. In fact, access by Muslims
to the Cave has been progressively curtail
ed. According to the Ha’aretz of 11 Sep
tember and Al Fajr of 18 September 1983.
the Civil Administration in the West Bank
had imposed restrictions on Muslim prayers
during the Jewish holidays (the Jewish New
Year's Day, the Day of Atonement, the
Feast of the Tabernacles, and the Rejoicing
of the Law) all occurring over a period of
three weeks in September."

Terror Campaign against Palestinians

Incidents of attacks against Muslim and
Christian religious places have been widely
reported throughout the occupation period.
These attacks have been attributed to
Israeli groups, such as the so-called "Terror
against Terror" which have emerged in Je
rusalem and the occupied territories with
the aim of harassing, intimidating and ter
rorizing Palestinians and subsequently
forcing them to abandon their domiciles.

The Palestinian refugee camps have
often been the objects of interference by
the Israeli settlers as well as military pei
sonnel who frequently accuse camp resi
dents of being involved in all sorts of un

rest and demonstrations. According to the
same report of the Secretary-General: "The
interferences have been most grave in
those camps which have been earmarked in
connection with the plans being prepared
by the Government of Israel to relocate the
refugees, such as Dheisheh and Jalazun."

Israel's De-Palestinianization Policies

Present living conditions of the Pales
tinian people in the occupied Palestinian
territories are fundamentally affected as a
direct result of Israeli occupation policies
pursued for almost two decades. Apart from
political domination and de palestinianiza
tion policies, Israel's occupation of the
Palestinian lands has had a number of far
reaching socio-economic consequences.

The economy and infrastructure of the
West Bank and Gaza are being tied and
made subservient to Israel. Settlement pol
icy required confiscation of Palestinian
lands, annexation of Jerusalem and settle
ment of Jewish residents therein. Systematic
depletion of the West Bank’s .voter re
sources and their use for the needs of
Jewish settlers led to severe drought and
forced Palestinian farmers to abandon
their traditional households. The demo
graphic consequences of the occupation
are described by Janet L. Abu-Lughod in
the book, "The Demographic Conse
quences of the Occupation" as follows:

-a massive expulsion of residents suf
ficient to affect numbers, despite a natural
increase rate that has averaged 3.5 per
cent per year;

— a distortion in the normal population
characteristics of the residual population,
due to the selectivity of expulsions and
emigrations, and

— a transformation of the remaining pop
ulation from a diversified independent so
ciety of peasants, businessmen, and profes
sionals to a proletarianized and depend
ent reserve labor army at the mercy of
Israeli political and economic interests.

"These changes in the demographic
characteristics of the territories occupied by
Israel in 1967 have been the outcome of
conceited policies adopted by the occupier.
These policies have been intentionally de
signed both to 'contain' the size of the pop
ulation over whom dominance would have
to be exercised and to 'reduce' its capacity
to resist domination."

(The brochure concludes with the resolu
tion (39/169) of the General Assembly ol
the United Nations adopted at its thirty
ninth session in 1984 which expressed alarm
at the deterioration, as a result of the
Israeli occupation, in the living conditions
of the Palestinian people in the Palestinian
territories occupied since 1967.

The resolution affirmed that the Israeli
occupation is contradictory to the basic
requirements for the social and economic
development of the Palestinian people in
the occupied Palestinian territories.
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GULF REGION

Impact of Mosf
on the GmB6 Region
HUSSAIN MUSSA

DURING early April 1986, U.S. Vice
President George Bush visited four states in
the Arab Peninsula, three of which (namely
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Oman) are lit
toral states to the Gulf, while the fourth,
North Yemen, is in the vicinity of the mouth
of the Red Seo. At that very time, the U.S.
President's representative io the Middle
East, Richard Murphy, visited the rest of the
Gulf states (Kuwait, Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates).

The visits of the two high-ranking U.S.
officials, the statements made both by them
and their Arab hosts, and the agenda of
their talks reaffirm the importance of the
Arab peninsula and Gulf region to United
States strategic interests and policy, on the
one hand, and the adherence of some Gulf
states to the U.S. policy, on the other.

U.S. Seeks Arab Support: The visits took
place in the wake of important develop
ments. They were preceded by the U.S.
naked aggression against Libya in the Gulf
of Sirte and preparations for a bigger at
tack against the Libyan territories. The at
tack actually took place just when Bush and
Murphy were on their way back to the U.S.

George Bush, affirmed before and during
his visit that the U.S. action in Libya's Gulf
of Sirte did not reflect itself negatively on
the U.S. relations with the Gulf states in
West Asia. Larry Speakes, the U.S. Presi
dent's spokesman, was more frank in stat
ing that "despite the protest of some Arab
states to the U.S. on military action against
Libya, they are actually satisfied with this
action".

The U.S. carried out its attack against
Libya under the pretext of retaliating
against Libyan support for the so-called
"international terrorism”.

Both Bush and the officials of Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain and Oman emphasised
their mutual agreement on combatting "in
ternational terrorism". It is easy to derive a
conclusion from all this.

The Oil Slump: The visits of the U.S. of
ficials took place at the time of a slump in
the world oil market. The direct motivation

HUSSAIN MUSSA
Member, Bahrain Peace and Solidarity
Committee 

for this slump comes from the dumping of
the market by the U.K. and Norway. Despite
the financial losses incurred by these two
countries, apart from all other oil exporting
countries, their reckless policy is partly due
to U.S. pressure. In a sense, the slump in
the oil market is the result of a systematic
plan by the leading capitalist states, mem
bers of the International Energy Agency
(IEA) and the oil monopolies. But this plan
has worked due to the collaboration of
some oil exporting countries with the U.S.A.
and IEA, especially Saudi Arabia, the
leading exporter of oil in the world.

It is reported that during his visit to the
U.S. last year, the Saudi King, Fahd, bar
gained with U.S. President Reagan for fix
ing the price of oil at 25 dollars per barrel,
which was below the then prevailing cur
rent price, in return for a guaranteed sup
ply of Saudi oil to all Western states which
would support the deal. But Reagan re
fused to accept the deal, in anticipation of
the oil slump which we are witnessing now.

Although Bush had some sympathetic
statements concerning the oil plight of his
Arab hosts, the U.S. Secretary of State,
George Shultz, immediately countered
Bush's statements, affirming that "the U.S.
official policy is to leave the price of oil to
be determined freely in the market".

The U.S. presidential spokesman Larry
Speakes elaborated this further: "There has
been no change in administration policy or
viewpoint on the declining oil prices. We
believe that the way to achieve price
stability is to let the free market work."

Bush then baulked blaming the press for
misinterpreting him. This reaffirms once
again that the U.S. is committed to preserv
ing its interests and the interests of the
capitalist system, at the expense of its
lackies like the Saudi Arabian regime.

Security for Whom? Both Bush and his
hosts affirmed their common security inter
ests. In Saudi Arabia, Bush visited the King
Khaled Air Base where he witnessed ma
noeuvres of the U.S. F-14 plane. The Com
mander of the base, Gen. Turki Al-Saud,
praised the co-operation between the two
states in all matters and emphasised the
common values "cherished by the Ameri
cans and the Saudis, such as freedom, jus
tice and belief in God".

Bush also visited the U.S. base in Bahrain
(Al-Jufair Naval Base) and gave a lecture
to the U.S. personnel there.

While in Oman, he inspected the U.S.
aircraft carrier "Enterprise", stationed in the
vicinity of the Hormuz Straits in the Gulf of
Oman. Bush emphasised the U.S. position
of defending U.S. allies in the region, main
taining freedom of navigation in the Gulf,
and expressed the readiness of the U.S. to
use force to protect its interests in the area.

He also highlighted the importance of the
countries he visited for U.S. security.

In Oman, he warned about the dangers
posed by some regional forces to the se
curity of his host country, and named South
Yemen (People's Democratic Republic of
Yemen). He stated that his visit to North
Yemen gave him an opportunity to discuss
with responsible people there what he called
the “upheaval" in South Yemen. It was not
accidental that William Casey, the CIA
Chief, on the same day, accused the Soviet
Union of interfering in South Yemen in
favour of the opponents of what he called

the "legitimate President".
Despite the normalisation of relations be

tween Oman and the People's Democratic
Republic of Yemen (PDRY) in 1984 and the

"The aspirations of the people in the Gulf
countries require the ending of the U.S.
military presence in this region and the
termination of the military facilities granted
to the U.S. there." 
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fact that Oman was the first Arab country
to receive an official delegation from the
PDRY, after the January 13-plot this year in
South Yemen, which is an internal affair, the
U.S. has persisted in poisoning the relations
between the two Arab neighbours, and
maintaining its military presence under false
pretexts in the Gulf region.

It is reported that Bush pressed North
Yemen to subvert South Yemen. This is in
line with the Reagan policy of openly and
directly supporting counterrevolution as in
Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Angola and Ye
men.

Aspirations of the People: It is known that
repression prevails in the Gulf states, with
a margin of freedom in Kuwait and to a
lesser extent in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). In those countries, it was not possi
ble for the people to express openly their
stand towards U.S. policy during the visit
of the two U.S. officials. In Kuwait, how
ever, whore it was comparatively possible to
do so, all Kuwaiti MPs openly deplored U.S.
policy, especially the United States attack
against Libya, its show of force in the Gulf
region and its plot against the oil exporting
countries and OPEC as a whole.

Ahmed Al-Raha, an MP from Kuwait,
even blamed Oman for offering military
facilities for the U.S. fleet in the Indian
Ocean. The Kuwaiti and U.A.E. press re
flected opposition to the visits of the U.S.
officials, and criticised U.S. policy in gen
eral. The democratic forces in the Gulf
countries clandestinely issued a joint state
ment deploring the visit and the U S. policy.

The statement said: "The aspirations of
the people and the interests of the Arabian
Gulf countries require the ending of the
U.S. military presence and termination of
the military facilities granted to the U.S.
in our region. It is in consonance with our
aspirations and our interests to stick to the
policy of non-alignment, which is proclaim
ed by the governments as their official
policy. The slump in the oil market has
manifested once again that it is in the in
terest of the Arabian Gulf countries to end
the capitalist economic hegemony and their
allegiance to the market economy.

"These aspiratipns will not be realised
by wishing it, but by a long intensified
struggle. Thus, by striving for democracy
and through democracy, it will be possible
to ensure the preservation of our national
sovereignty and interests.”

Stop Iraq-Iran War

Danger of Its Spilling Over
ft© Bntss'e Gulf Region
NASSER SALEM

THE Gulf region is one of the most vola
tile zones in the world. It is the site of a
bloody regional war—the Iraq-Iran war-
which has been going on for six years. It
has already resulted in more than a million
casualties and huge material loss to both
countries; it has caused deep damage to
the relationship between the two peoples.
This war poses a danger of spilling over to
the rest of the Gulf.

The Iraq-Iran war has made it possible
for U.S. imperialism to strengthen its military
presence and facilities in the region, which
it has officially declared to be a strategic
zone for its interests and those of its allies.
Further, the U.S. has made it known that it
will defend its interests, if necessary, by
force. It is, therefore, imperative, that the
Iraq-Iran war must come to a stop.

Since 1980, the U.S. has had military
bases and facilities in the Gulf, with Oman
occupying the central place in its strategy.
Oman, situated at the South-Eastern corner
of the Arabian Peninsula as a littoral state
of the Gulf and the Indian Ocean, controls
the gate of the Gulf, the Straits of Hormuz.

There is a possibility of the U.S. stocking
nuclear arms in one form or another in
Oman.

It is no coincidence that the Oman rul
ing dynasty, imposed and sustained by the
British for more than 250 years, after Brit
ain's withdrawal from the region fell into
the lap of the Americans. The presence of
the dictatorial regime in Oman and the U.S.
military presence there are two sides of the
same coin.

In this context, we have to see the visit
of U.S. Vice President George Bush to cer
tain countries in the region, including
Oman, in early April 1986. During this visit,
he also went on board the U.S. aiicraft
carrier “Enterprise", which was at that time
in Oman territorial waters and inspected
U.S. military bases in Oman with the full
support of the regime.

The year 1986 will witness the establish
ment of a number of U.S. military projects in
our country, namely, at the U.S. bases in
Massira, Thamreet and Al Seeb which will
become operational soon for the Rapid

NASSER SALEM
Member, Oman Peace and Solidarity
Council

Deployment Force of the United States.
These bases represent a real danger at
local, regional and international levels.

These projects are no longer a secret to
any one. It is obvious from the strengthen
ing of the bases and the huge amounts
allocated for their development by the U.S.
government.

The favourable geographical location of
our country in relation to the Gulf region
and its place in international military strat
egy is one of the main reasons for the U.S
presence there. All this complements the
total U.S. imperialist war plan in the Middle-
East.

In regard to the dangers of such projects.
which have created a grave situation, we
have to mention certain facts.

On the local level, the U.S. military build
up is an open violation of the national in
dependence of the Omani people, and a
grave deviation from the non-aligned pol
icy allegedly adopted by the regime This
political danger has its own economic and
military impacts as the regime is loyai to
international imperialism.

On the regional level, the U.S. military
projects are part of the American effort to
control the countries in the region under
the pretext of protecting the oil resources for
serving vital U.S. interests.

This means that our country .-.ill be con
verted into a launching pad for U.S. aggres
sion directed against any of the countries
in the region that adopt an independent
policy not liked by the United States.

On the international level, this repiesents
a part of the U.S. war plans to strengthen
bases and pacts against socialist countries,
above all against the Soviet Union.

U.S. imperialism has pursued for the last
ton years a policy hostile to detente and
peaceful coexistence in international rela
tions. Therefore, this is a matter of concern
for all peace-loving people. In our opinion,
it is of great importance to counter the U.S.
imperialist policy in our region by mobil
ising public opinion, especially in the coun
tries where foreign bases exist. Tire struggle
there should be intensified for the cause of
world peace. It calls for co-ordination
amongst the regional progressive and
peace-loving forces. It also needs interna
tional solidarity of the peace forces in the
world, which will strengthen the worldwide
movement for the prevention of nuclear
war.
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LATIN AMERICA

Bolivian People's Struggle
for Social

ROSA MARIA GUTIERREZ

THE present ciisis, including the foreign
debt, the demands of the International
Monetary Fund and imperialism conspire
directly against democracy, creating desta
bilising conditions which open the way for
the setting up of dictatorial, repressive and
fascist governments in Latin America.

Bolivia is only one example of this situa
tion which is far from unique in Latin Amer
ica. The Bolivian people have won their
democratic freedom after a long and ar
duous struggle, nurtured with the blood of
the people who were brutally repressed by
fascist dictatorships. The democratic resis
tance gained ground and succeeded in
establishing a constitutional government in
1980. It was a strong alliance of all classes
and political parties, led by President Hernan
Siles Zuazo, who represented the Front of
Popular Democratic Unity (UDP). The UDP
at that time symbolised the hope of the peo
pie for the broadening of democracy, with
the participation of all in this process, and
in general, for the winning of more demo
cratic rights in the country.

However, Bolivia had to face many diffi
culties. The economic crisis was aggravated
by the enormous foreign debt, the squander
ing of funds by the previous dictatorships,
as well as the government's refusal to sub
ject itself to the mandates of imperialism.
The government had also to deal with the
just but difficult demands of the workers,
whose salaries had declined throughout the
period of the dictatorships, demands which
had to be met in the short term. All this
exerted tremendous pressure on the govern
ment which, firstly, resulted in the disinte
gration of the Front, and, secondly, in the
decision of President Siles Zuazo to call
elections one year before completing his
four-year term.

In these circumstances, it was not difficult
(or the Right to accumulate votes through 

the use of demagogy, capitalising on the

errors committed and taking advantage of
the difficult situation in which the people
found themselves.

The political experiences of that period
should serve as a basis for profound anal
ysis, which we arc unable to do today but
which will prove useful for the future.

The return of a right-wing government to
power led by Dr. Victor Paz Estenssoro in
the elections in 1985, and the relationship
between the forces in parliament favourable
to this government, are today benefiting
imperialism. The government of Dr. Paz
Estenssoro, the former leader of the Na
tional Revolution of April 1952, nowadays 

reinforces the counterrevolutionary process
in which the dictatorships were involved.

Di. Paz Estenssoro has been resorting to
the use of ambiguity and arbitrariness and
duly complying with the orders of the Em
pire.

These orders, in brief, are: pay the foreign
debt which comprises 35 per cent of the
budget, freeze salaries and wages-it is
worth noting that 70 per cent of the Bolivian
population receives between 20 and 30 dol
lars monthly-, reduce the budget for social
spending, increase the military and police
budget, cut the fiscal deficit and order
mass layoffs, that is to say, to make the
people bear the brunt of a crisis for which
they arc not responsible. As can be expected
and in view of the workers’ level of poverty,
they have to struggle for their survival. They
will meet with repression, dictatorial ways,
actions by the armed forces and the police
against the workers, farmers, students and
all other sectois affected by the present
government's disastrous economic policy
which favours imperialism and is detrimental
to the interests of the country.

So, once more, the Bolivian people will
be forced to fight for the most basic human
rights. We have no doubt that they will be
victorious, but we feel that the energy ex
pended on this could be utilised to build
the country, to contribute to its develop
ment, and to overcome, on the basis of
self-determination and self-reliance, its
problems and to achieve social progress.

ROSA MARIA GUTIERREZ
Vice President, Bolivian Committee lor
Peace and Democracy (Bolivia)

"Once more the Bolivian people will be forced to fight for the most basic human rights. But
the energy they expend on it could be utilised to develop the country and overcome its
problems."
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PEACE MOVEMENT „
of the eighties 11 he Canadian Peace Alliance

Dm te
JOHN HANLY MORGAN

TO OUR knowledge, Canada is the only
capitalist country in which the many sepa
rate peace forces have succeeded in com
ing together in one national organization,
the Canadian Peace Alliance. This occurred
in November of 1985 in Toronto at a found
ing convention attended by 400 people rep
resenting 233 different groups. The leading
role in putting such a large effort together
was played by The Toronto Disarmament
Network, a peace coalition which unites
80 city peace organizations, including the
Toronto Association for Peace, the local
branch of the Canadian Peace Congress
which is an affiliate of the World Peace
Council. The Executive Secretary of the Ca
nadian Peace Congress is on the Steering
Committee of the New Canadian Peace
Alliance. The program of the Alliance is as
follows:

Aims and Objectives

The Canadian Peace Alliance (CPA) seeks
to involve Canadians in the world-wide
movement to stop the arms race, ensure
the non-violent settlement of disputes and
guarantee the security and well-being of all
peoples. We want to make Canada a peace
maker in the world community of nations by
taking concrete initiatives to withdraw from
the arms race and to encourage reciprocal
initiatives by other nations.

The objective of the CPA is to bu>ld Ca
nadian public and government support for
the following goals:

I.The  involvement and participation of
the Canadian public in the world wide
movement towards disarmament and a truly
secure, and economically just world for all
people.

2. A negotiated and verifiable freeze and
reversal of the arms race, ending the verti
cal and horizontal proliferation of nuclear
and other weapons on Earth and in space.

3. The establishment of Canada as a Nu
clear Weapons Free Zone (NWFZ), thereby
ending all funding (of) research, transport,

JOHN HANLY MORGAN
President, Canadian Peace Congress (Can
ada)

testing, production, and deployment of nu
clear weapons systems and their compo
nents in Canada and also ending the export
of nuclear technology and radioactive fuels
that may be used for the production of nu
clear weapons.

4. The redirection of funds from wasteful
military spending to the funding of human
needs through a program of conversion and
re-training promoting the development of
a peace-oriented economy.

5. The creation and strengthening of
world institutions and mechanisms for the
prevention of aggression, for the peaceful
resolution of international conflicts and the
promotion of friendship among peoples.

6. The dissolution of all military blocs.
7. The assertion of an independent Cana

dian foreign policy for peace.
The current international confrontation

threatens to engulf the world in nuclear
war.

At the spring 1986 meeting of the Steer
ing Committee of the CPA there was launch
ed a "Campaign to Stop Star Wars".

The program of this campaign will be to
oppose any direct or indirect Canadian par
ticipation in Star Wars, including the is
suance of Star Wars contracts to Canadian
companies; the extension of formal Cana
dian political support for Star Wars; the
integration of existing NORAD infrastruc
tures within the wider Star Wars plans; and
the deployment of comprehensive air de
fences in Northern Canada. The campaign
will also put forward positive alternatives to
Star Wars, including the strengthening of
the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty be
tween the United States and the Soviet
Union, and immediate agreement on a
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban, and sup
port for an International Satellite Monitor
ing Agency.

The member organizations of the Cana
dian Peace Alliance are of the film con
viction that these goals are both realistic
and attainable.

The new Canadian Peace Alliance has
thus far shown among the large majority
of its people a strong sense of unity based
on the common sense approach that peace
is our issue, not debates over the relative
merits of differing social systems. This con

sciousness is rooted in the understanding
of the terrible peril faced by men and women
living in all social systems because of the
Reaganite arms escalation and belligerant
foreign policy. The Canadian Peace move
ment has reached a new qualitatively higher
stage.

A Toast to Peace
JOHN HANLY MORGAN

This poem was written on the oc
casion of the Bulgarian Peace Re
ception given by Mr. Todor Zhivkov,
President of the State Council of the
People's Republic of Bulgaria to the
delegates to the session of the
World Peace Council in Sofia on
27 April 1986.

We lift these shining glasses
to love and to peace,
a toast to us all
in good Bulgarian wine
to the world of tomorrow
for which we struggle today;

to the mothers, the fathers,
to the children of their love,
to the sunny fields under safe skies,
to the cool forest’s unthreatening

shade,
to all the lovely normalcies of earth,
its marvellous multitudinous

creativity;

to all the world, then,
and our care of it in love and peace
we lift up these glasses
of good Bulgarian wine
shining in the light!
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A Swedish Initiative

People’s
Parliament
for
Disarmament
MAUD FROLICH

THE Swedish People's Parliament for
Disarmament (SPPD) has its roots in the
year prior to the United Nations' First Spe
cial Session Devoted to Disarmament in
1978 (SSD I). As a preparation for this UN
session, the Swedish Peace Council and the
United Nations Associations (UNA) of Swe
den invited popular movements to a "Peo
ple's Parliament for Disarmament" in
Stockholm in 1977.

The aim was to find out what the Swedish
people thought about the arms race and
disarmament, national and international
security, the relationship between disarma
ment and development. In other words, how
would the Swedish people want their gov
ernment to act during the UN disarmament
session.

In retrospect, this first People's Parlia
ment for Disarmament must be considered
a fairly successful experiment. It gathered
about 250 delegates representing about
130 organizations.

Before the United Nations Second Spe
cial Session Devoted to Disarmament in
1982 (SSD II), we organised another Peo
ple's Parliament in Sweden. This time we
were better prepared and we also got some
grants from the Swedish government and
the Swedish International Development Au
thority. About 300 organizations were in
volved, 100 national and 200 regional and
local. The number of delegates was 500,
twice that of the first People's Parliament.

The SPPD appealed to the Swedish gov
ernment to demand an effective arms con
trol, especially on the part of nuclear
weapon states and other militarily signifi
cant countries, and an appreciable exten
sion of confidence-building measures.

We stressed that a New International

MAUD FROLICH
Secretary, Swedish People's Parliament for
Disarmament; Secretary, Swedish Peace
Council (Sweden)

Economic Order (NIEO) must be taken into
consideration in all disarmament negotia
tions. This means among others that all
countries must plan for a conversion from
military to civil production and for redistri
bution of resources for social and economic
development

The president of the SPPD was able to
participate on behalf of the Swedish NGOs
in the UN General Assembly (SSD II). In
his address to the General Assembly, he
put before the international community the
demands of the Swedish NGOs regarding
disarmament.

The SPPD is unique in the worldwide
family of NGOs. It is now a permanent
institution with a secretariat in Stockholm.
Its current activities are organised by a
Steering Committee with a president and
an elected executive secretary.

The name "parliament" has its relation
ship with the working methods, which are
similar to those of the Swedish constitu
tional parliament.

The SPPD is a member of the Special
NGO Committee on Disarmament in Ge
neva. In the framework of the World Dis
armament Campaign we have close contact
with the UN Department for Disarmament
Affairs in New York.

Our main function between the People’s
Parliament sessions is to educate public
opinion by disseminating information. We
publish a series called Information on Dis
armament four or five times a year.

Nordic Peoples' Parliament

In 1985 we made a unique experiment.
We extended the SPPD to cover the Nordic
region; it was organized by the peace coun
cils and the UNAs in the Nordic countries.
The purpose was to prepare for the Inter
national Year of Peace. The joint Nordic
preparatory committee received a grant of
100,000 SEK from the Swedish government
and some contributions from other Nordic
governments as well.

The Nordic Peoples’ Parliament (NPP)
took place in Stockholm in April 1985, partly
simultaneously with the regional UN con
ference, organized there by the Depart
ment for Disarmament Affairs.

It was quite an adventure to gather about
200 NGOs from four different countries to
a decision making process. The result, how
ever, was very satisfying. We got a broad
representation from peace organizations,
church organizations, political parties, trade
unions. We also had a good participation
proportion between men and women, which
is not always the case in international
peace work.

Among the important decisions taken by
the Nordic Peoples’ Parliament were to mo
bilise public opinion for:

- Reinforcing of the system of rules of
international law and its application.

- Supporting the main points of the Delhi
Declaration, especially that all nations ac
tively work for and participate in the pro
cess of disarmament; prevention of militari
zation of outer space; reduction of the
arsenal of nuclear weapons; transfer of re
sources from military to civil purposes.

- Banning of all nuclear weapons which

were a crime against humanity.
-Implementing and reinforcing the Hel

sinki process.
- Extending the concept of confidence

building measures.
- Renewing efforts to reach unanimity

about the need for a New International

Economic Order.
-Increasing the official development as

sistance (by developed countries) to at least
2 °/0 of GNP.

- Putting into practice the principal points
in the UN study on the relationship between
disarmament and development.

-Supporting the demand to make "Nor
den" a nuclear weapon free zone.

-Stopping the deployment of medium
range missiles in Europe.

— Supporting certain specified recommen
dations and initiatives taken by UNESCO.

During the summer of 1985, the different
national delegations submitted the deci
sions to their respective governments. At the
time of "Together for Peace"-Conference in
Geneva in January 1986, the resolutions
adopted by the Nordic Peoples' Parliament
were sent to the UN through its Under-
Secretary-General Viacheslav Ustinov, who
was a participant in the Geneva conference.

As a service and information institution,
we also work on the follow-up of UN studies.
Above all we have concentrated our atten
tion on the UN expert-study on the rela
tionship between disarmament and develop
ment.

During 1984 and 1985, we arranged two
seminars on disarmament, development and
conversion. In April 1986, a national con
ference on the same subject took place in
Stockholm.

There is a growing interest in several
countries in the SPPD. We may soon have
a People's Parliament for Disarmament in
Japan.

Besides the necessity of stopping the nu
clear arms race and preventing it from
spreading to outer space, the question of
the interrelationship between disarmament
and development will be one of the most
important issues on the UN agenda for the
next few years. To make it possible for
governments to reach results through the
UN, a very strong and well-informed public
opinion is needed to support and push
them. The SPPD sees as its main function
to contribute in creating this opinion. We
are also looking forward to the possibilities
of sharing our experiences with other NGOs.
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"Debt Calendar -
Each day
that goes by,
it’s more
unpayable.”

Nuez
in "Granma”
(Cuba)

Poster by Charles Manata
of Solomon Islands
which won the first prize
in a competition
for peace posters
in the
Pacific Ocean region.
The poster reflects
the increasing
protest movement against
testing of nuclear
weapons by France,
and the dumping
of nuclear wastes
by the U.S.A, and Japan
in the Pacific region.
The poster says:
"If it is safe,
dump it in Tokyo;
test it in Paris; store it in
Washington,
but keep my
Pacific nuclear-free."



WE DO NOT WANT
NUCLEAR WASTES
DUMPED IN OUR
OCEAN

WE DO NOT
WANT THE
TESTING OF
NUCLEAR BOMBS

WE DO NOT WANT
NUCLEAR-POWERED
SHIPS PASSING
THROUGH OUR
WATERS

WE DO NOT WANT
TO BE DEFENDED
WITH NUCLEAR
WEAPONS
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[WCILEO Fiffi FAOTIC

2

Nuclear
Weapon Free
World
The UN International Year of Peace
is being observed
in various parts of the world.

1 The Sierra Leone Peace Organisation (SLEPO) in a poster
has called for stopping the arms race and the ending of war,
hunger, poverty, disease, illiteracy.

2 The Pacific Conference of Churches, based in Suva, Fiji,
has demanded a Nuclear Free Pacific. Its poster says: "We
do not want nuclear wastes dumped in our ocean; we do not
want nuclear-powered ships passing through our waters; we
do not want to be defended with nuclear weapons.-WE WANT
A NUCLEAR FREE PACIFIC."

3 Poster issued by the Bangla
desh Peace Council on prevent
ing the danger of nuclear war.
4 The Postal Administration of
Malta issued three stamps in Jan
uary 1986 to mark the UN Inter
national Year of Peace.
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